
monument watched the gray skies but no raindrops fell.Plattsburgh City Councilor 
Mike Kelly pointed back at the nearby Saranac River, saying that it was one of 
the city’s great resources. This 
natural resource could be ruined 
by drastic changes in the climate, 
induced by greenhouse gases. He 
mentioned his Southern accent, 
saying obviously he wasn’t from 
around here. After he relocated 
from Tennessee, he quickly grew 
to appreciate the natural beauty 
of the North Country.

Peru native Mike Derrick 
took to the podium to share 
his concerns. He referred to 
Congressperson Elise Stefanik, 
how he didn’t agree with that 
Republican Representative’s views 
on the environment. That reason 
among others, he continued, was 
why he was going to run against 
Stefanik in the next election.

With loud chants the 
demonstrators marched to 
Champlain Monument and 
then back to pose on the front 
steps of City Hall. The fi nal stop 
was at Stefanik’s local offi ce to 
deliver a petition.

DONALD TRUMP AND BERNIE SANDERS
are fascinating outliers from their respective 
parties’ mainstream views, and both men capture 
the imagination of large swaths of the electorate. 
Bernie’s appeal includes articulate explanation of 
relevant principles he has followed throughout 
a political career spanning decades. His success 
grows in spite of being a socialist, which should be 
anathema in neoliberal America. 

Nevertheless, Trump receives eighty times more 
media exposure than Sanders!  Is hateful bombast 
really 8,000 % more important and interesting than a 
real policy discussion and ongoing success competing 
with Clinton’s powerful political machine?

One hundred and ninety-fi ve countries agree that 
climate change is an existential threat.  Humanity 
has committed to working on an historic attempt 
to combat it.  However, neither the climate change 
negotiations that took place in Paris last month, nor 
the resulting historical global agreement, appeared 
at the top of the evening news broadcasts of any of 
the national networks.  Instead, coverage of climate 
issues during COP 21 was relegated to the last half 
of the nightly network newscasts, if it appeared at all. 

What explains these bizarre reporting patterns? 
The modern judicial standard for interpreting 

the First Amendment—the ‘Negative Liberty 
Model’—is a key factor. This legal doctrine 
interprets Freedom of Speech solely as bulwark 

against government policy abridging citizens’ rights 
to say, or not to say, whatever they wish.  However, 
when the Founders placed Freedom of Speech at the 
top of The Bill of Rights, they intended it to serve 
a double function.  It also protected the Positive 
Liberty of unfettered access to the knowledge and 
information required for meaningful participation 
in the representative government described in the 
United States Constitution.  

The early laws of our Republic refl ected this 
“by providing public subsidies to support a variety 
of journals of the day, thus providing the widest 
possible range of opinions and information required 
to insure an informed electorate.”  

Unfortunately, these positive liberty protections 
were a casualty of the seminal debate and controversy 
that spawned U.S. corporate libertarianism after 
World War II. Since then, now well-established 
judicial doctrine permits corporate news media 
to promulgate whatever information they choose.  
This is done under the protection of the remaining 
(negative liberty) free-speech protections, but 
without the obligation to foster public understanding 
of important particulars that have bearing on the 
politics, policy and governance of the nation. 

Having abandoned the responsibility that 
accompanied a duty to inform the public, a 
subversive kind of de facto ‘self-censorship’ now 
occurs quite naturally throughout the news media. 

Corporate ‘free-speech’ choices now determine 
which topics journalism will examine and provide 
factual detail about, and which it shall not.  

This provides the basis for a news environment 
in which well-articulated discussion of policy is 
trumped by more frequent allocation of coverage at 
the top of the news for the rants of an oligarch. It 
also explains why “responsible journalism” includes 
routine reporting of such details as the weekend 
revenues of the entertainment industry, sprinkled 
with titillating stories about its icons. Most recently, 
nightly newscasts have even taken to including a 
brief, daily review of what has earned the most ‘hits’ 
on Internet sites that represent industry interests, 
like “You Tube”. These kinds of coverage routinely 
upstage any meaningful reporting on crucial climate 
change issues, for example.

 Six corporations now own  the commercial media 
that include our mainstream news sources. Under 
the Supreme Court’s Citizen’s  United decision, 
these half a dozen ‘fellow citizens’ dutifully protect 
their own First Amendment rights. So long as each 
citizen’s privilege to share whatever information he/
she wishes is protected, while the public’s right to the 
information needed to make considered decisions is 
not, we can only expect more of the same.... 

___________________
References for the above article available on 

request

By Don and Vivian Papson
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MEDIA BIAS AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS OF U.S. CITIZENS

THERE ISN’T A PLANET “B” By
Luke T. Bush

THE POWER OF TALK IN A DIGITAL AGE

In 1944, songwriters Johnny Mercer and 
Harold Arlen wrote some great lyrics about being 
positive. They are light hearted and applicable to 
2016: 

You’ve got to accentuate the positive, 
eliminate the negative:

Latch on to the affirmative; don’t mess with 
Mister In Between.

You’ve got to spread joy up to the maximum,
Bring gloom down to the minimum,

Have faith, or pandemonium liable to walk 
upon the scene.

So, let us refrain from projecting negative 
images and become proactive change agents. 
That will mean putting a positive spin on 
discrimination. 

How do you act when you meet someone whose 
race, culture  or life style is different than your 
own? Do you see it as an opportunity to develop 
your ability to discriminate constructively— a 
precious moment for self awareness?

How do you feel about yourself? Habits affect 

RECLAIMING CONVERSATION- 

DISCRIMINATE CAREFULLY

By Sherry Turkle

A Book Review by Bill Cowan

If you read only the fi rst 56 pages of Sherry 
Turkle’s treatise, you will have the essentials of 
this almost 450-page work. It’s a work, however, 
that this reviewer heartily recommends to every 
parent and teacher. With dozens of examples and 
case studies, Turkle—a professor of Social Studies 
at MIT and a licensed clinical psychologist—
argues persuasively that technologies have 
wrecked one of the central ingredients of human 
civilization.

 That ingredient is “conversation,” which 
she describes as “one of the most human—and 
humanizing—things we do.” When we present 
ourselves to one another, face to face, we learn 
to listen. We experience the pleasure of being 
heard and understood. Perhaps most important, 
conversation also helps us develop self-refl ection 
which Turkle describes as “the cornerstones 
of early development,” and which “continue 
throughout life.”

 The technologies she identifi es as wreckers 
are those machines we have all lately come to 
rely on—starting with personal computers, then 
smartphones, and all the gadgets which have 

Free!

Patches of green grass that should have 
been buried under snow were scattered on the bare ground. Demonstrators 

gathered at the McDonough 
Monument wearing light jackets, 
not bundled up in parkas. A 
speaker observed that the mild 
weather was evidence of climate 
change. Later, during the march, 
some chanted for snow.

Meanwhile, in Paris an 
international conference 
(COP21) hadn’t made any 
announcement about mutually 
agreeing to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions. With that in mind 
three activist organizations 
combined their energies late 
Saturday morning to hold a 
rally and march in downtown 
Plattsburgh to promote 
awareness of the global warming 
threat. Concerned citizens 
gathered at the McDonough 
Monument with members from 
350.org Plattsburgh, Mothers 
Out Front, and People for 
Positive Action to listen to a few 
speakers address the problem.

The large bronze eagle atop the 

attitudes. Are you eating or drinking things that 
are  physically, mentally and spiritually destructive 
to your well-being? Wise teachers say the only 
person we can change is ourselves. But in order 
to transform ourselves, we may need to let go of 
some of the things we were taught as children.

In their 1949 musical “South Pacifi c,” Rodgers 
and Hammerstein explained how young children 
are indoctrinated:

You’ve got to be taught
To hate and fear...to be afraid

Of people whose eyes are oddly made,
And people whose skin is a dif ‘rent shade...

You’ve got to be taught before it’s too late...

To hate all the people your relatives hate.

Responsible adults relinquish the false values 
they were taught. Instead of looking outside 
of themselves, they look within. They try 
not to create their own prejudices or take on 

new ones from individuals, groups or 
institutions. In other words, they learn to 
discriminate between that which is wise 
and that which is not. They go beyond 
a meaningless awareness of diversity and 
seek understanding.

Instead of discriminating against 
someone who is different than they are, 
they assume that there is something 
more to know about them, and they dare 
to remain in contact with the person on 
the likelihood that they will discover 
something valuable about them.

When we discriminate between our 

own positive and negative thoughts, feelings 
and actions, we become more aware of the 
quality of our words and behaviors and 
the extent to which we are creating either 
harmony or disharmony in our immediate 
environment. We act wisely when we establish 
and maintain an ethical standard of conduct 
for ourselves, identifying and transforming 
personal biases into positive attitudes, noting 
and appreciating the qualities of the other 
as an aspect of ourselves. Once we identify 
our own or inherited fears, we can release or 
transform them.

We can also learn to tune out fear mongers. 
When we fear people who are different, we 
become easy prey. When we are fearful, we 
can be manipulated into believing that our 
irrational fears are justifi ed. Conspiracy 
theories need to be listened to with a 
discriminating ear.

It is best to develop opinions about 
an individual or a group once we know 
something of the content of their character. 
Neither color nor culture provides us with a 
reason for prejudice.

We can discriminate positively and learn 
to befriend people who are different than we 
are. During this process of discovery, we may 
learn to love our enemies. At the least, we will 
develop an empathy for someone we thought 
we could never understand or accept. Such 
an awareness will come naturally once we 
realize how much we have in common with 
them. An irony of war is that enemies often 
become allies.

So, in 2016, let us discriminate wisely, as 
true agents of change.

By Tim Palmer

PLATTSBURGH CITY, NY – DECEMBER 12, 2015

followed since. The fi rst generation that came of 
age using those devices as young students thirty 
years ago are now the parents and teachers.  And 
as Turkle puts it, these parents and teachers 
now “often ask, ‘...If you text or iChat, isn’t that 
‘talking’? And besides you can get your message 
‘right.’ What’s wrong with that?” 

 Most of the rest of Turkle’s work is devoted to 
“what’s wrong with that.”

 She quotes extensively from interviews, with 
both students and their elders. Some tell her 
that conversation seems like “hard work, ... with 
invitations...to imperfection, loss of control, and 
boredom.” 

 Turkle also quotes parents who, for example,  
say they want their children to stop texting at 
dinner, but don’t feel they can object. “They [the 
parents] feel”, she says, “that they will be left 
behind if they don’t embrace the new.” 

 As Turkle elaborates, this is more than a fl ight 
from conversation, it is a fl ight from the mentoring 
role of parent and teacher. Conversation is the 
way we share our experiences—our history—
with the next generation; it’s the way we share 
“what we think we did right and wrong.”

 And for those parents who still don’t 
understand, she adds: “It is not enough to ask 
your children to put away their phones. You have 
to model this behavior and put away your phone. 
If children don’t learn how to listen,... when will 
they learn the give-and-take that is necessary 
for good relations, or for that matter, for the 
debate of citizens in a democracy? Reclaiming 
conversation begins with the acknowledgment 
that speaking and listening with attention are 
skills” [that can be taught]. “They take practice, 
and that practice can start now. In your home, in 
a classroom, at your job.”

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

FEB 20 - Meeting - PEOPLE FOR 
POSITIVE ACTION - Location Lake 
Forest Senior Community - Time 1 pm - 
Old and New Members Welcome!

FEB 25 - Movie Screening - 
MERCHANTS OF DOUBT - The Big 
Business of Denying Global Warming - 
Location SUNY Plattsburgh Yokum 202 - 
Time 6 pm - Free and Open to the Public

MARCH 13 - Sermon - REV. FRED 
SMALL - Climate Justice - Location UU 
Fellowship of Plattsburgh 4 Palmer Street - 
Time 10 am - All Welcome!

MARCH 13 - Workshop - REV. FRED 
SMALL - Radical Hope: Spiritual Nurture 
in the Climate Crisis - Location TBA  - 
Time 1 pm - All Welcome!

MARCH 31 - Movie Screening - THIS 
CHANGES EVERYTHING - Confront 
Climate Crisis and Build a Better World - 
Location SUNY Plattsburgh Yokum 202 - 
Time 6 pm - Free and Open to the Public

APRIL 21 - Movie Screening - 
DIVEST! - The Fossil Fuel Divestment 
Movement - Location SUNY Plattsburgh 
Yokum 202 - Time 6 pm - Free and Open 
to the Public

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE 
NORTH COUNTRY

Photo by Darlynn Bates



THE ART FARM OUTSIDE WADHAMS IN ESSEX COUNTY

WALKING IN PLATTSBURGH
 365 DAYS A YEAR

WILL PARENTS’ ONLY TRUE ADVOCACY
FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION SAVE IT?

A NEW HOPE FROM THE DITIGAL GENERATION
By Ted Cornell

By Lonnie Roth FairchildBy Margarita Garcia-Notario, PhD.

By Joel Parker
IN A WAY, THE ART FARM is one man’s 

eccentricity, and I take full responsibility; the blame 
is mine.  However, it is more vividly understood 
as a complex collaborative effort of many creative, 
skilled people, just like putting on a play, which I 
used to do, or running a farm, which I have never 
tried.

The Art Farm is a collection of objects, 
some of them rather large, some of them sculptures 
made from junk found on the property and in the 
area, or now sometimes brought over by people who 
have heard about the place.  All of them are pieces 
with a history, things that are thought-provoking, 
beautiful, weird, or funny. 

They are gathered about a handsome 
century-old barn, near a two-decade-old pond on 
Crooked Brook.  The land is hilly but has long been 
farmed for hay and dairy.  A hiker coming down 
the Art Farm Trail, opened last year by Champlain 
Area Trails (CATS) emerges from the woods to 
a sweeping panorama of a hidden Adirondack 
valley, an unencumbered view rolling all the way to 
Hurricane Mountain twenty miles away. 

Or the visitor might enter the property 
from Sayre Road and fi rst confront a whale-sized 
silver object on a pedestal that turns in the winds 
that whistle up the valley.  This is the fi rst of the 
objects, made in 2002 from the remains of my 
neighbor Dave Sayre’s silo dome.  Known as the 
Phoenix of Wadhams, a tribute to the rebirth of 
farming around here, it is more formally identifi ed 
as a Rotating Installation of a Minimally Processed 
Found Object.

Even before the objects started showing up, 
a lot of work went into the place.  My son Noah 
and I with tractor and chain saw, shovel and nail 

IF YOU OWN A HOME with a sidewalk 
in the city of Plattsburgh, you will have learned 
by now that the city has changed its policies on 
shoveling snow.  You may have complained, or heard 
others complain, that homeowners are responsible 
for shoveling sidewalks that the city owns, and that, 
this winter, a homeowner who is responsible for a 
sidewalk not shoveled in time (twenty-four hours 
after the end of a storm) can be given a hefty fi ne 
($50 for the fi rst offense) in addition to what is 
paid to the city to shovel the walk (usually $100-
$200).  Finally, as even city offi cials have admitted, 
you may have observed that the city still had not 
cleared some sidewalks that are its responsibility 
fi ve days after the fi rst snow this winter.  

The impassability of city sidewalks 
in winter has been a perennial concern. A 
year ago the Common Council appointed a 
Snow Removal Advisory 
Committee [SRAC] to 
suggest solutions to the 
problem.  In August, 2015 
SRAC submitted a report 
which emphasized the 
importance of keeping  the 
city walkable by pedestrians 
all year round and made 
two recommendations.  The 
primary recommendation 
was for the city to take over 
all sidewalk snow removal, 
starting in 2016-2017. 

gun graded and cleaned and strengthened and 
moved tons of composted cow dung and hay.  
Noah completely rebuilt the small horse barn, and 
using old windows and doors created a profound 
contemplative space overlooking the pond.  The 
pond is there on the initiative of Robin Ulmer of 
Bouquet River Assn. (BRASS), courtesy of the US 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, construction by 
Jim Morse of JMar Construction, Jerry Pulsifer 
at the backhoe.  The conical pile of rocks drifting 
placidly on the waters of the pond is a Floating 
Stone Cone, engineered and executed by Schelling 
McKinley.

Most of the more elaborate sculptures were 
done with the help of my friend Ray Matteau 
a brilliant fabricator, improviser, and marvelous 
companion.  We did  It SO Happens, Diffi cult Tube, 
Old Boyhood, Chariot, Welcome, The Wild Ride, Indoor 
Galaxy and Twistor  in a three-year juggernaut 
that included shows of my work in New York and 
Plattsburgh.  

Tom Wright and I do the mowing.  “Just you 
two old men?” Yes indeed.  Tom’s eye is responsible 
for the dramatic paths among the hills and objects.  
I have to remind him that the place is a farm, not 
an estate.  It’s an important distinction for me.  The 
aesthetic of a farm shows the work, where an estate 
hides it. 

The seed for the farm was, I believe, planted 
by Harold Sayre, Dave’s father, who once farmed 
six hundred acres here, and twenty  -fi ve years ago 
welcomed his new neighbors from the city emerging 
from the cedar break between his house and mine, he 
announced that no one had ever decided on which side 
of the property line the cedars grew, but he thought 
they were mine.  He helped me buy my tractor and 

told me dozens on dozens of stories, opening for 
me the world that proceeded the present.  He and 
his father had an ice business in addition to the 
farm, and a meat route, an enterprise that ended 
only with the arrival of Grand Union.  When 
he was farming, the workhorse machine was the 
McCormick Deering Reaper Binder with which a 
family could do the work of twenty men. It ruled 
the fi elds for a hundred years and only gave way 
after the war to the combine.  An example of this 
extraordinary machine, as complex and odd looking 
as any Dadaist invention, is now retired to the farm, 
gathering moss in slowly changing patterns.

The most recent arrival is the The 
Memory Tree, a thirty-foot tower made from 
an old culvert, a tube of rolled 1/8th inch-thick 
iron plate with a great gash in it, the edges of 
which I gilded, erected by Scott Feeley and Sons.  
The gash evokes for me a tear in the fabric of 
time somewhere deep in space that can never be 
healed, as sad and humbling as our memories 
disappearing as we age.

A BIG
THANK YOU to:

Donati ons are Gratefully Accepted:

UnderCurrents Publishing
91 Nevada Oval

 Platt sburgh, NY 12903
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TWO YEARS AGO PARENTS STARTED
to learn of the crisis in public schools and started 
to do something about it.  Massive school “reform” 
-- from No Child Left Behind to the Common 
Core in Race To The Top -- has strained nerves, 
budgets, and learning and teaching environments 
in schools throughout the country.  And data 
from our children was quietly stockpiling for 
corporate benefi t. Students don’t want to go to 
school and teachers are leaving the profession in 
droves, while private investors line their pockets 
and politicians crow about how they have helped 
raise educational standards.  Parents’ frustration 
and complaints led to a massive boycott of the 
excessive and essentially worthless grades 3-to-
8 state testing, and to a pressure on the State 
Education Department (which eventually led to 
the cancellation of its contract with the company 
InBloom, which had been given full control 
of our children’s data). 

Last year, 20% of children in the State 
of New York refused the state exams, which in 
turn affected political talk. President Obama 
signed a new law with some improvements 
and called for limits on testing in the nation’s 
schools. The Regents in New York held 
more meetings with parents, educators, and 
taxpayers. New York got a new Commissioner 
of Education and a four-year moratorium 
on Common Core exams affecting teachers’ 
evaluations. The new Commissioner also 
put together a public survey of parents and 
teachers, but not a single parent could fi ll it 
out.  It was outrageously long and based in the 
province of professional educators. But it looked 

There is an unfair observation 
that today’s young people exist in their own 
small isolated world, with heads bowed toward 
their smart phones. Actually, it is the opposite. 
They have grown up  sharing the most intimate 
moments in their lives with distant family, friends, 
acquaintances, and even strangers. The truth 
is that they are more intensely and intimately 
connected to the world and the rest of humanity 
than any previous generation can possibly imagine. 
This instant connection to the world cannot help 
but teach them how to meaningfully relate to 
people of diverse and contradictory worldviews. 

As a result, they may be the fi rst generation that 
is truly capable of saving the world from racism, 
sexism, and sectarianism.

 This connectedness, and the values required 
to connect, are essential for solving global 
problems that cannot be solved by any one 
world view.  Solutions to any global problem 
require a collective understanding of diverse 
frames of reference with an acceptance of how 
human beings are both similar and different. 
The prevalence of the internet and social media 
in their lives has given this generation a unique 
awareness of the range of human perspectives.

 This widening perspective is leading to 
simultaneous advances on a multitude of diversity 
issues. One of the most striking instances of the 
web teaching us empathy is seen with Black 

Susie Angell, Tim Palmer,
Kathy Felty, Will Cowan, Gerald Carpenter, 

Glen Robinson, Marti  Marti n, 
Rita-Ann FitzGerald, Mary Alice Shemo

good to the press; it looked like an honest effort 
by education leaders to open a dialogue and to 
get feedback. Governor Cuomo also put together 
a special Task Force to review the Common Core 
programs and their effects on our schools, but the 
key recommendations from the Task Force have 
not been considered. 

If you are a parent reading the latest 
reports, you may believe that sanity has been 
restored. Sadly, it hasn’t been.  Most of us don’t have 
time to read the small print in these reforms, and the 
press reports are partial, incomplete and misleading.

Many parents have been refusing the 
state exams for their kids, but we all want very 
much for things to return to real education. 
Reasonable testing is important and necessary, 
and we don’t want our kids continuously 

rebelling. But parents’ advocacy is the main 
-- perhaps the only -- hope to restore the 
enormous value of the traditional American 
Public Education.  Corporate investors, in 
privatizing public education, use testing to 
discredit public education and to delude 
the public into believing that schools must 
be cleaned up and operated by them (even 
though accurate data discredits their claims).

The latest reports about changes 
in education conceal a troubling picture. 
Although it is heartening to delay tying 
teachers’ evaluation to children’s test results on 
state exams, insanity will resume in just four 
years. In the meantime, the current reforms 
continue to have our schools evaluated by 
these tests: the new federal law ESSA requires 
95% participation of children in the Common 

Core exams. Teachers will still be forced 
to teach to the test and children will be 
subjected to even more tests to fi ll the gap 
in teachers’ evaluation, since the CC State 
Tests won’t count for a while. Data is still 
being collected in spite of all the pressure 
that parents have exerted. And taxpayers 
will continue paying billions of dollars to 
the companies that want to control our 
curriculum by selling us every electronic 
gadget and data system as “miraculous and 
indispensable tools” for children’s learning 
success.

As parents and responsible citizens 
that aim at providing good education 
for their children, we need to continue 
refusing the state exams. Please send your 
letter today.

“Keep Up the Good Work!”
~ from Christi na Paquet

“We Need More Support!.”
~ from Jerry Davis

“Denial ain’t just a river in Egypt.”
~ on behalf of Club 12 of Platt sburgh, Inc.

“Those who willingly give up freedom
to gain security will not have, nor do they 
deserve, either freedom or security.”
~ Thomas Jeff erson

Gas-light-ing (gas-lighti ng) v. 1. a form of mental 
abuse in which informati on is twisted or spun 2. 
false informati on presented with the intent of 
making victi ms doubt their own percepti on and 
reality. Adj. gas-lit misled into accepti ng false 
informati on for the purpose of social control.

“If only LIFE could be a litt le more tender
              and ART a litt le more robust.”
~ Alan Rickman, RIP 

Lives Matter.  Here, online posts allowed the 
world to witness an unappreciated aspect of the 
injustice caused by racism. We were made aware 
of the reasonable fear of the police that blacks 
in the U.S. must live with every day. We also 
hear more and more women speaking up about 
sexual harassment and inequality, and actually 
being listened to. “Gamergate” and the online 
harassment of feminists and women bloggers 
highlighted what the majority of people consider 
evil and immoral attacks on diversity. And of 
course, gay marriage is now the law of the land, 
not so much because of marches and protests, 
as because this new, deeply digitally connected 
generation sees  it as a simple matter of common 
sense and human decency. We are seeing the 
effect of education and spreading awareness 
overcoming the ignorance that all forms of 
intolerance are based upon.

 These advances are occurring at the same time 
in history and are all connected as the start of a 
web-based global movement of history toward 
understanding human diversity. This generation has 
grown up connected with open mindedness, care 
and empathy for the rest of humanity.  This proper 

and common online etiquette has become an 
ingrained moral core value of the majority of the 
digital generation. The minority only violate this 
principle to gain attention to themselves, and 
thus can appear more numerous than they are.

 Although the momentum of history is pushing 
us forward, it is not easy going. The wealthy 
and powerful old guard are not accepting this 
change without a fi ght. They have noticed the 
tide turning against them, and their voices are 
becoming ever more shrill and desperate as their 
numbers dwindle. The result is extremism such as 
we are hearing from the worst of the Republican 
presidential candidates, and from the terror 
groups in the Middle East. Oppressive religious 

governments and sects simply cannot coexist 
in this interconnected  world where everyone 
has a voice and the oppressed are being heard. 
In the long run, they are on the losing side of 
history and are now acting out of desperation. 
Unfortunately, this will be no quick or gentle 
passing as the recent events in Paris, and 
reactions to those events, have shown.

 The only way to speed up the transition 
and lessen the violence is to continue to spread 
and strengthen the connections among people 
facilitated by free online communication. 
Intolerance cannot exist without ignorance. 
Hence, education and shared experiences are 
the way to peace. We need to recognize the 
World Wide Web as the root cause of the 
unprecedented progress being made. The Web 
must be protected from censorship, must be made 
available to everyone as a basic human right, and 
must be a safe place where the oppressed can tell 
their stories (anonymously if necessary). Most 
importantly, it must remain a place where we can 
be free to educate each other. As a practical fi rst 
step: set a goal today, or follow fi ve people who 
are not like you. See how they live their lives, 
and show them how you live yours. Expand your 
understanding of the range of human experience, 
and work to increase everyone else’s understand 
of what it means to be human. That is how we 
are going to win—by expanding one heart and 
one mind at a time.

 There is much reason for hope that 
great man’s dream has grown into an even 
greater, more-encompassing vision, thanks 
to the internet.  And that vision is slowly 
but inevitably  becoming reality. I see on the 
horizon a world-wide generation of natural 
born peacemakers who are going to  take 
charge in the coming decades and build a 
world that few ever dared dream could exist.

“The truth is that they are 
more intensely and inti mately 
connected to the world and the 
rest of humanity than any previous 
generati on can possibly imagine.”

The second recommendation, suggested as 
an interim measure, was that the city make minor 
revisions in the current law, which requires property 
owners to clear adjacent sidewalks, so it would 
be more practical to enforce. SRAC committee 
members were opposed to fi nes and these were not 
recommended as an enforcement mechanism.

Although the Common Council still 
has not discussed the primary recommendation 
of the committee, a group of city residents, 
including several former members of SRAC, 
is continuing to work on ways to have the city 
assume responsibility for maintaing year-round 
walkable sidewalks. 

A Facebook group, “Plattsburgh Walks 
365”, has been formed.  City residents who 
would like to join these efforts are invited to sign 
up for the group on Facebook.

The Memory Tree
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THE ART FARM OUTSIDE WADHAMS IN ESSEX COUNTY

WALKING IN PLATTSBURGH
 365 DAYS A YEAR

WILL PARENTS’ ONLY TRUE ADVOCACY
FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION SAVE IT?

A NEW HOPE FROM THE DITIGAL GENERATION
By Ted Cornell

By Lonnie Roth FairchildBy Margarita Garcia-Notario, PhD.

By Joel Parker
IN A WAY, THE ART FARM is one man’s 

eccentricity, and I take full responsibility; the blame 
is mine.  However, it is more vividly understood 
as a complex collaborative effort of many creative, 
skilled people, just like putting on a play, which I 
used to do, or running a farm, which I have never 
tried.

The Art Farm is a collection of objects, 
some of them rather large, some of them sculptures 
made from junk found on the property and in the 
area, or now sometimes brought over by people who 
have heard about the place.  All of them are pieces 
with a history, things that are thought-provoking, 
beautiful, weird, or funny. 

They are gathered about a handsome 
century-old barn, near a two-decade-old pond on 
Crooked Brook.  The land is hilly but has long been 
farmed for hay and dairy.  A hiker coming down 
the Art Farm Trail, opened last year by Champlain 
Area Trails (CATS) emerges from the woods to 
a sweeping panorama of a hidden Adirondack 
valley, an unencumbered view rolling all the way to 
Hurricane Mountain twenty miles away. 

Or the visitor might enter the property 
from Sayre Road and fi rst confront a whale-sized 
silver object on a pedestal that turns in the winds 
that whistle up the valley.  This is the fi rst of the 
objects, made in 2002 from the remains of my 
neighbor Dave Sayre’s silo dome.  Known as the 
Phoenix of Wadhams, a tribute to the rebirth of 
farming around here, it is more formally identifi ed 
as a Rotating Installation of a Minimally Processed 
Found Object.

Even before the objects started showing up, 
a lot of work went into the place.  My son Noah 
and I with tractor and chain saw, shovel and nail 

IF YOU OWN A HOME with a sidewalk 
in the city of Plattsburgh, you will have learned 
by now that the city has changed its policies on 
shoveling snow.  You may have complained, or heard 
others complain, that homeowners are responsible 
for shoveling sidewalks that the city owns, and that, 
this winter, a homeowner who is responsible for a 
sidewalk not shoveled in time (twenty-four hours 
after the end of a storm) can be given a hefty fi ne 
($50 for the fi rst offense) in addition to what is 
paid to the city to shovel the walk (usually $100-
$200).  Finally, as even city offi cials have admitted, 
you may have observed that the city still had not 
cleared some sidewalks that are its responsibility 
fi ve days after the fi rst snow this winter.  

The impassability of city sidewalks 
in winter has been a perennial concern. A 
year ago the Common Council appointed a 
Snow Removal Advisory 
Committee [SRAC] to 
suggest solutions to the 
problem.  In August, 2015 
SRAC submitted a report 
which emphasized the 
importance of keeping  the 
city walkable by pedestrians 
all year round and made 
two recommendations.  The 
primary recommendation 
was for the city to take over 
all sidewalk snow removal, 
starting in 2016-2017. 

gun graded and cleaned and strengthened and 
moved tons of composted cow dung and hay.  
Noah completely rebuilt the small horse barn, and 
using old windows and doors created a profound 
contemplative space overlooking the pond.  The 
pond is there on the initiative of Robin Ulmer of 
Bouquet River Assn. (BRASS), courtesy of the US 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, construction by 
Jim Morse of JMar Construction, Jerry Pulsifer 
at the backhoe.  The conical pile of rocks drifting 
placidly on the waters of the pond is a Floating 
Stone Cone, engineered and executed by Schelling 
McKinley.

Most of the more elaborate sculptures were 
done with the help of my friend Ray Matteau 
a brilliant fabricator, improviser, and marvelous 
companion.  We did  It SO Happens, Diffi cult Tube, 
Old Boyhood, Chariot, Welcome, The Wild Ride, Indoor 
Galaxy and Twistor  in a three-year juggernaut 
that included shows of my work in New York and 
Plattsburgh.  

Tom Wright and I do the mowing.  “Just you 
two old men?” Yes indeed.  Tom’s eye is responsible 
for the dramatic paths among the hills and objects.  
I have to remind him that the place is a farm, not 
an estate.  It’s an important distinction for me.  The 
aesthetic of a farm shows the work, where an estate 
hides it. 

The seed for the farm was, I believe, planted 
by Harold Sayre, Dave’s father, who once farmed 
six hundred acres here, and twenty  -fi ve years ago 
welcomed his new neighbors from the city emerging 
from the cedar break between his house and mine, he 
announced that no one had ever decided on which side 
of the property line the cedars grew, but he thought 
they were mine.  He helped me buy my tractor and 

told me dozens on dozens of stories, opening for 
me the world that proceeded the present.  He and 
his father had an ice business in addition to the 
farm, and a meat route, an enterprise that ended 
only with the arrival of Grand Union.  When 
he was farming, the workhorse machine was the 
McCormick Deering Reaper Binder with which a 
family could do the work of twenty men. It ruled 
the fi elds for a hundred years and only gave way 
after the war to the combine.  An example of this 
extraordinary machine, as complex and odd looking 
as any Dadaist invention, is now retired to the farm, 
gathering moss in slowly changing patterns.

The most recent arrival is the The 
Memory Tree, a thirty-foot tower made from 
an old culvert, a tube of rolled 1/8th inch-thick 
iron plate with a great gash in it, the edges of 
which I gilded, erected by Scott Feeley and Sons.  
The gash evokes for me a tear in the fabric of 
time somewhere deep in space that can never be 
healed, as sad and humbling as our memories 
disappearing as we age.

A BIG
THANK YOU to:
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TWO YEARS AGO PARENTS STARTED
to learn of the crisis in public schools and started 
to do something about it.  Massive school “reform” 
-- from No Child Left Behind to the Common 
Core in Race To The Top -- has strained nerves, 
budgets, and learning and teaching environments 
in schools throughout the country.  And data 
from our children was quietly stockpiling for 
corporate benefi t. Students don’t want to go to 
school and teachers are leaving the profession in 
droves, while private investors line their pockets 
and politicians crow about how they have helped 
raise educational standards.  Parents’ frustration 
and complaints led to a massive boycott of the 
excessive and essentially worthless grades 3-to-
8 state testing, and to a pressure on the State 
Education Department (which eventually led to 
the cancellation of its contract with the company 
InBloom, which had been given full control 
of our children’s data). 

Last year, 20% of children in the State 
of New York refused the state exams, which in 
turn affected political talk. President Obama 
signed a new law with some improvements 
and called for limits on testing in the nation’s 
schools. The Regents in New York held 
more meetings with parents, educators, and 
taxpayers. New York got a new Commissioner 
of Education and a four-year moratorium 
on Common Core exams affecting teachers’ 
evaluations. The new Commissioner also 
put together a public survey of parents and 
teachers, but not a single parent could fi ll it 
out.  It was outrageously long and based in the 
province of professional educators. But it looked 

There is an unfair observation 
that today’s young people exist in their own 
small isolated world, with heads bowed toward 
their smart phones. Actually, it is the opposite. 
They have grown up  sharing the most intimate 
moments in their lives with distant family, friends, 
acquaintances, and even strangers. The truth 
is that they are more intensely and intimately 
connected to the world and the rest of humanity 
than any previous generation can possibly imagine. 
This instant connection to the world cannot help 
but teach them how to meaningfully relate to 
people of diverse and contradictory worldviews. 

As a result, they may be the fi rst generation that 
is truly capable of saving the world from racism, 
sexism, and sectarianism.

 This connectedness, and the values required 
to connect, are essential for solving global 
problems that cannot be solved by any one 
world view.  Solutions to any global problem 
require a collective understanding of diverse 
frames of reference with an acceptance of how 
human beings are both similar and different. 
The prevalence of the internet and social media 
in their lives has given this generation a unique 
awareness of the range of human perspectives.

 This widening perspective is leading to 
simultaneous advances on a multitude of diversity 
issues. One of the most striking instances of the 
web teaching us empathy is seen with Black 

Susie Angell, Tim Palmer,
Kathy Felty, Will Cowan, Gerald Carpenter, 

Glen Robinson, Marti  Marti n, 
Rita-Ann FitzGerald, Mary Alice Shemo

good to the press; it looked like an honest effort 
by education leaders to open a dialogue and to 
get feedback. Governor Cuomo also put together 
a special Task Force to review the Common Core 
programs and their effects on our schools, but the 
key recommendations from the Task Force have 
not been considered. 

If you are a parent reading the latest 
reports, you may believe that sanity has been 
restored. Sadly, it hasn’t been.  Most of us don’t have 
time to read the small print in these reforms, and the 
press reports are partial, incomplete and misleading.

Many parents have been refusing the 
state exams for their kids, but we all want very 
much for things to return to real education. 
Reasonable testing is important and necessary, 
and we don’t want our kids continuously 

rebelling. But parents’ advocacy is the main 
-- perhaps the only -- hope to restore the 
enormous value of the traditional American 
Public Education.  Corporate investors, in 
privatizing public education, use testing to 
discredit public education and to delude 
the public into believing that schools must 
be cleaned up and operated by them (even 
though accurate data discredits their claims).

The latest reports about changes 
in education conceal a troubling picture. 
Although it is heartening to delay tying 
teachers’ evaluation to children’s test results on 
state exams, insanity will resume in just four 
years. In the meantime, the current reforms 
continue to have our schools evaluated by 
these tests: the new federal law ESSA requires 
95% participation of children in the Common 

Core exams. Teachers will still be forced 
to teach to the test and children will be 
subjected to even more tests to fi ll the gap 
in teachers’ evaluation, since the CC State 
Tests won’t count for a while. Data is still 
being collected in spite of all the pressure 
that parents have exerted. And taxpayers 
will continue paying billions of dollars to 
the companies that want to control our 
curriculum by selling us every electronic 
gadget and data system as “miraculous and 
indispensable tools” for children’s learning 
success.

As parents and responsible citizens 
that aim at providing good education 
for their children, we need to continue 
refusing the state exams. Please send your 
letter today.

“Keep Up the Good Work!”
~ from Christi na Paquet

“We Need More Support!.”
~ from Jerry Davis

“Denial ain’t just a river in Egypt.”
~ on behalf of Club 12 of Platt sburgh, Inc.

“Those who willingly give up freedom
to gain security will not have, nor do they 
deserve, either freedom or security.”
~ Thomas Jeff erson

Gas-light-ing (gas-lighti ng) v. 1. a form of mental 
abuse in which informati on is twisted or spun 2. 
false informati on presented with the intent of 
making victi ms doubt their own percepti on and 
reality. Adj. gas-lit misled into accepti ng false 
informati on for the purpose of social control.

“If only LIFE could be a litt le more tender
              and ART a litt le more robust.”
~ Alan Rickman, RIP 

Lives Matter.  Here, online posts allowed the 
world to witness an unappreciated aspect of the 
injustice caused by racism. We were made aware 
of the reasonable fear of the police that blacks 
in the U.S. must live with every day. We also 
hear more and more women speaking up about 
sexual harassment and inequality, and actually 
being listened to. “Gamergate” and the online 
harassment of feminists and women bloggers 
highlighted what the majority of people consider 
evil and immoral attacks on diversity. And of 
course, gay marriage is now the law of the land, 
not so much because of marches and protests, 
as because this new, deeply digitally connected 
generation sees  it as a simple matter of common 
sense and human decency. We are seeing the 
effect of education and spreading awareness 
overcoming the ignorance that all forms of 
intolerance are based upon.

 These advances are occurring at the same time 
in history and are all connected as the start of a 
web-based global movement of history toward 
understanding human diversity. This generation has 
grown up connected with open mindedness, care 
and empathy for the rest of humanity.  This proper 

and common online etiquette has become an 
ingrained moral core value of the majority of the 
digital generation. The minority only violate this 
principle to gain attention to themselves, and 
thus can appear more numerous than they are.

 Although the momentum of history is pushing 
us forward, it is not easy going. The wealthy 
and powerful old guard are not accepting this 
change without a fi ght. They have noticed the 
tide turning against them, and their voices are 
becoming ever more shrill and desperate as their 
numbers dwindle. The result is extremism such as 
we are hearing from the worst of the Republican 
presidential candidates, and from the terror 
groups in the Middle East. Oppressive religious 

governments and sects simply cannot coexist 
in this interconnected  world where everyone 
has a voice and the oppressed are being heard. 
In the long run, they are on the losing side of 
history and are now acting out of desperation. 
Unfortunately, this will be no quick or gentle 
passing as the recent events in Paris, and 
reactions to those events, have shown.

 The only way to speed up the transition 
and lessen the violence is to continue to spread 
and strengthen the connections among people 
facilitated by free online communication. 
Intolerance cannot exist without ignorance. 
Hence, education and shared experiences are 
the way to peace. We need to recognize the 
World Wide Web as the root cause of the 
unprecedented progress being made. The Web 
must be protected from censorship, must be made 
available to everyone as a basic human right, and 
must be a safe place where the oppressed can tell 
their stories (anonymously if necessary). Most 
importantly, it must remain a place where we can 
be free to educate each other. As a practical fi rst 
step: set a goal today, or follow fi ve people who 
are not like you. See how they live their lives, 
and show them how you live yours. Expand your 
understanding of the range of human experience, 
and work to increase everyone else’s understand 
of what it means to be human. That is how we 
are going to win—by expanding one heart and 
one mind at a time.

 There is much reason for hope that 
great man’s dream has grown into an even 
greater, more-encompassing vision, thanks 
to the internet.  And that vision is slowly 
but inevitably  becoming reality. I see on the 
horizon a world-wide generation of natural 
born peacemakers who are going to  take 
charge in the coming decades and build a 
world that few ever dared dream could exist.

“The truth is that they are 
more intensely and inti mately 
connected to the world and the 
rest of humanity than any previous 
generati on can possibly imagine.”

The second recommendation, suggested as 
an interim measure, was that the city make minor 
revisions in the current law, which requires property 
owners to clear adjacent sidewalks, so it would 
be more practical to enforce. SRAC committee 
members were opposed to fi nes and these were not 
recommended as an enforcement mechanism.

Although the Common Council still 
has not discussed the primary recommendation 
of the committee, a group of city residents, 
including several former members of SRAC, 
is continuing to work on ways to have the city 
assume responsibility for maintaing year-round 
walkable sidewalks. 

A Facebook group, “Plattsburgh Walks 
365”, has been formed.  City residents who 
would like to join these efforts are invited to sign 
up for the group on Facebook.

The Memory Tree
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monument watched the gray skies but no raindrops fell.Plattsburgh City Councilor 
Mike Kelly pointed back at the nearby Saranac River, saying that it was one of 
the city’s great resources. This 
natural resource could be ruined 
by drastic changes in the climate, 
induced by greenhouse gases. He 
mentioned his Southern accent, 
saying obviously he wasn’t from 
around here. After he relocated 
from Tennessee, he quickly grew 
to appreciate the natural beauty 
of the North Country.

Peru native Mike Derrick 
took to the podium to share 
his concerns. He referred to 
Congressperson Elise Stefanik, 
how he didn’t agree with that 
Republican Representative’s views 
on the environment. That reason 
among others, he continued, was 
why he was going to run against 
Stefanik in the next election.

With loud chants the 
demonstrators marched to 
Champlain Monument and 
then back to pose on the front 
steps of City Hall. The fi nal stop 
was at Stefanik’s local offi ce to 
deliver a petition.

DONALD TRUMP AND BERNIE SANDERS
are fascinating outliers from their respective 
parties’ mainstream views, and both men capture 
the imagination of large swaths of the electorate. 
Bernie’s appeal includes articulate explanation of 
relevant principles he has followed throughout 
a political career spanning decades. His success 
grows in spite of being a socialist, which should be 
anathema in neoliberal America. 

Nevertheless, Trump receives eighty times more 
media exposure than Sanders!  Is hateful bombast 
really 8,000 % more important and interesting than a 
real policy discussion and ongoing success competing 
with Clinton’s powerful political machine?

One hundred and ninety-fi ve countries agree that 
climate change is an existential threat.  Humanity 
has committed to working on an historic attempt 
to combat it.  However, neither the climate change 
negotiations that took place in Paris last month, nor 
the resulting historical global agreement, appeared 
at the top of the evening news broadcasts of any of 
the national networks.  Instead, coverage of climate 
issues during COP 21 was relegated to the last half 
of the nightly network newscasts, if it appeared at all. 

What explains these bizarre reporting patterns? 
The modern judicial standard for interpreting 

the First Amendment—the ‘Negative Liberty 
Model’—is a key factor. This legal doctrine 
interprets Freedom of Speech solely as bulwark 

against government policy abridging citizens’ rights 
to say, or not to say, whatever they wish.  However, 
when the Founders placed Freedom of Speech at the 
top of The Bill of Rights, they intended it to serve 
a double function.  It also protected the Positive 
Liberty of unfettered access to the knowledge and 
information required for meaningful participation 
in the representative government described in the 
United States Constitution.  

The early laws of our Republic refl ected this 
“by providing public subsidies to support a variety 
of journals of the day, thus providing the widest 
possible range of opinions and information required 
to insure an informed electorate.”  

Unfortunately, these positive liberty protections 
were a casualty of the seminal debate and controversy 
that spawned U.S. corporate libertarianism after 
World War II. Since then, now well-established 
judicial doctrine permits corporate news media 
to promulgate whatever information they choose.  
This is done under the protection of the remaining 
(negative liberty) free-speech protections, but 
without the obligation to foster public understanding 
of important particulars that have bearing on the 
politics, policy and governance of the nation. 

Having abandoned the responsibility that 
accompanied a duty to inform the public, a 
subversive kind of de facto ‘self-censorship’ now 
occurs quite naturally throughout the news media. 

Corporate ‘free-speech’ choices now determine 
which topics journalism will examine and provide 
factual detail about, and which it shall not.  

This provides the basis for a news environment 
in which well-articulated discussion of policy is 
trumped by more frequent allocation of coverage at 
the top of the news for the rants of an oligarch. It 
also explains why “responsible journalism” includes 
routine reporting of such details as the weekend 
revenues of the entertainment industry, sprinkled 
with titillating stories about its icons. Most recently, 
nightly newscasts have even taken to including a 
brief, daily review of what has earned the most ‘hits’ 
on Internet sites that represent industry interests, 
like “You Tube”. These kinds of coverage routinely 
upstage any meaningful reporting on crucial climate 
change issues, for example.

 Six corporations now own  the commercial media 
that include our mainstream news sources. Under 
the Supreme Court’s Citizen’s  United decision, 
these half a dozen ‘fellow citizens’ dutifully protect 
their own First Amendment rights. So long as each 
citizen’s privilege to share whatever information he/
she wishes is protected, while the public’s right to the 
information needed to make considered decisions is 
not, we can only expect more of the same.... 

___________________
References for the above article available on 

request

By Don and Vivian Papson
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THERE ISN’T A PLANET “B” By
Luke T. Bush

THE POWER OF TALK IN A DIGITAL AGE

In 1944, songwriters Johnny Mercer and 
Harold Arlen wrote some great lyrics about being 
positive. They are light hearted and applicable to 
2016: 

You’ve got to accentuate the positive, 
eliminate the negative:

Latch on to the affirmative; don’t mess with 
Mister In Between.

You’ve got to spread joy up to the maximum,
Bring gloom down to the minimum,

Have faith, or pandemonium liable to walk 
upon the scene.

So, let us refrain from projecting negative 
images and become proactive change agents. 
That will mean putting a positive spin on 
discrimination. 

How do you act when you meet someone whose 
race, culture  or life style is different than your 
own? Do you see it as an opportunity to develop 
your ability to discriminate constructively— a 
precious moment for self awareness?

How do you feel about yourself? Habits affect 

RECLAIMING CONVERSATION- 

DISCRIMINATE CAREFULLY

By Sherry Turkle

A Book Review by Bill Cowan

If you read only the fi rst 56 pages of Sherry 
Turkle’s treatise, you will have the essentials of 
this almost 450-page work. It’s a work, however, 
that this reviewer heartily recommends to every 
parent and teacher. With dozens of examples and 
case studies, Turkle—a professor of Social Studies 
at MIT and a licensed clinical psychologist—
argues persuasively that technologies have 
wrecked one of the central ingredients of human 
civilization.

 That ingredient is “conversation,” which 
she describes as “one of the most human—and 
humanizing—things we do.” When we present 
ourselves to one another, face to face, we learn 
to listen. We experience the pleasure of being 
heard and understood. Perhaps most important, 
conversation also helps us develop self-refl ection 
which Turkle describes as “the cornerstones 
of early development,” and which “continue 
throughout life.”

 The technologies she identifi es as wreckers 
are those machines we have all lately come to 
rely on—starting with personal computers, then 
smartphones, and all the gadgets which have 

Free!

Patches of green grass that should have 
been buried under snow were scattered on the bare ground. Demonstrators 

gathered at the McDonough 
Monument wearing light jackets, 
not bundled up in parkas. A 
speaker observed that the mild 
weather was evidence of climate 
change. Later, during the march, 
some chanted for snow.

Meanwhile, in Paris an 
international conference 
(COP21) hadn’t made any 
announcement about mutually 
agreeing to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions. With that in mind 
three activist organizations 
combined their energies late 
Saturday morning to hold a 
rally and march in downtown 
Plattsburgh to promote 
awareness of the global warming 
threat. Concerned citizens 
gathered at the McDonough 
Monument with members from 
350.org Plattsburgh, Mothers 
Out Front, and People for 
Positive Action to listen to a few 
speakers address the problem.

The large bronze eagle atop the 

attitudes. Are you eating or drinking things that 
are  physically, mentally and spiritually destructive 
to your well-being? Wise teachers say the only 
person we can change is ourselves. But in order 
to transform ourselves, we may need to let go of 
some of the things we were taught as children.

In their 1949 musical “South Pacifi c,” Rodgers 
and Hammerstein explained how young children 
are indoctrinated:

You’ve got to be taught
To hate and fear...to be afraid

Of people whose eyes are oddly made,
And people whose skin is a dif ‘rent shade...

You’ve got to be taught before it’s too late...

To hate all the people your relatives hate.

Responsible adults relinquish the false values 
they were taught. Instead of looking outside 
of themselves, they look within. They try 
not to create their own prejudices or take on 

new ones from individuals, groups or 
institutions. In other words, they learn to 
discriminate between that which is wise 
and that which is not. They go beyond 
a meaningless awareness of diversity and 
seek understanding.

Instead of discriminating against 
someone who is different than they are, 
they assume that there is something 
more to know about them, and they dare 
to remain in contact with the person on 
the likelihood that they will discover 
something valuable about them.

When we discriminate between our 

own positive and negative thoughts, feelings 
and actions, we become more aware of the 
quality of our words and behaviors and 
the extent to which we are creating either 
harmony or disharmony in our immediate 
environment. We act wisely when we establish 
and maintain an ethical standard of conduct 
for ourselves, identifying and transforming 
personal biases into positive attitudes, noting 
and appreciating the qualities of the other 
as an aspect of ourselves. Once we identify 
our own or inherited fears, we can release or 
transform them.

We can also learn to tune out fear mongers. 
When we fear people who are different, we 
become easy prey. When we are fearful, we 
can be manipulated into believing that our 
irrational fears are justifi ed. Conspiracy 
theories need to be listened to with a 
discriminating ear.

It is best to develop opinions about 
an individual or a group once we know 
something of the content of their character. 
Neither color nor culture provides us with a 
reason for prejudice.

We can discriminate positively and learn 
to befriend people who are different than we 
are. During this process of discovery, we may 
learn to love our enemies. At the least, we will 
develop an empathy for someone we thought 
we could never understand or accept. Such 
an awareness will come naturally once we 
realize how much we have in common with 
them. An irony of war is that enemies often 
become allies.

So, in 2016, let us discriminate wisely, as 
true agents of change.

By Tim Palmer

PLATTSBURGH CITY, NY – DECEMBER 12, 2015

followed since. The fi rst generation that came of 
age using those devices as young students thirty 
years ago are now the parents and teachers.  And 
as Turkle puts it, these parents and teachers 
now “often ask, ‘...If you text or iChat, isn’t that 
‘talking’? And besides you can get your message 
‘right.’ What’s wrong with that?” 

 Most of the rest of Turkle’s work is devoted to 
“what’s wrong with that.”

 She quotes extensively from interviews, with 
both students and their elders. Some tell her 
that conversation seems like “hard work, ... with 
invitations...to imperfection, loss of control, and 
boredom.” 

 Turkle also quotes parents who, for example,  
say they want their children to stop texting at 
dinner, but don’t feel they can object. “They [the 
parents] feel”, she says, “that they will be left 
behind if they don’t embrace the new.” 

 As Turkle elaborates, this is more than a fl ight 
from conversation, it is a fl ight from the mentoring 
role of parent and teacher. Conversation is the 
way we share our experiences—our history—
with the next generation; it’s the way we share 
“what we think we did right and wrong.”

 And for those parents who still don’t 
understand, she adds: “It is not enough to ask 
your children to put away their phones. You have 
to model this behavior and put away your phone. 
If children don’t learn how to listen,... when will 
they learn the give-and-take that is necessary 
for good relations, or for that matter, for the 
debate of citizens in a democracy? Reclaiming 
conversation begins with the acknowledgment 
that speaking and listening with attention are 
skills” [that can be taught]. “They take practice, 
and that practice can start now. In your home, in 
a classroom, at your job.”

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

FEB 20 - Meeting - PEOPLE FOR 
POSITIVE ACTION - Location Lake 
Forest Senior Community - Time 1 pm - 
Old and New Members Welcome!

FEB 25 - Movie Screening - 
MERCHANTS OF DOUBT - The Big 
Business of Denying Global Warming - 
Location SUNY Plattsburgh Yokum 202 - 
Time 6 pm - Free and Open to the Public

MARCH 13 - Sermon - REV. FRED 
SMALL - Climate Justice - Location UU 
Fellowship of Plattsburgh 4 Palmer Street - 
Time 10 am - All Welcome!

MARCH 13 - Workshop - REV. FRED 
SMALL - Radical Hope: Spiritual Nurture 
in the Climate Crisis - Location TBA  - 
Time 1 pm - All Welcome!

MARCH 31 - Movie Screening - THIS 
CHANGES EVERYTHING - Confront 
Climate Crisis and Build a Better World - 
Location SUNY Plattsburgh Yokum 202 - 
Time 6 pm - Free and Open to the Public

APRIL 21 - Movie Screening - 
DIVEST! - The Fossil Fuel Divestment 
Movement - Location SUNY Plattsburgh 
Yokum 202 - Time 6 pm - Free and Open 
to the Public

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE 
NORTH COUNTRY
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