
...the one day in the year when those YOU support to 
represent you in city, county, state and federal offices 

count on YOU to turn out to vote for THEM.

ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
VOTE FOR THE CANDIDATES OF 

YOUR CHOICE!

Need a Ride to  
the Polls?

Call People for Positive Action: Mary Alice Shemo 
335-7080 for a FREE RIDE TO YOUR POLLING 

PLACE within the City or Town of Plattsburgh

People for Positive Action is a group of North Country 
citizens committed  
to improving our 
civic, social and 
environmental lives 
through research, 
education and  
action. New members 
always welcome!

at the polls. A century ago women didn’t 
even have a right to wear pants, let alone 
vote. Now, less than 100 years after earning 
the right to do both, American women 
wear the proverbial pants when it comes to 
having power at the polls. 

And that push for equality actually did 
start out with some pioneering pants-wearing. Ever the 
rebel, Cady Stanton was one of the first women in the 19th 
century to wear female trousers, called “bloomers.”  But she 
was so highly criticized for the unconventional costume, 
that she abandoned the liberating garb for more acceptable 
attire. With that, she also abandoned the long-argued 
premise that women deserved the right to vote because 
they were “created equal” to men.

As President of the National American Women’s 
Suffrage Association, Cady Stanton led the campaign that 
highlighted the natural morality and domesticity of her 
disenfranchised gender. Women, she said, deserved the 
same rights and responsibilities as men because of the very 
fact that they were different from men.

As a former Clinton County Legislator and the only 
woman for several terms, Sara Rowden recognized those 
differences. “Men and Women operate differently when 
trying to achieve results. We come to conclusions very 
differently,” she said, calling women “natural caretakers” 
who “are more community-minded in our approach to 
issues.” It’s not a superiority Rowden speaks of but rather a 
necessary balance that leads to stronger solutions through 
differing opinions. 

As more women become empowered, not only to vote 
but to become decision makers in our towns, cities, coun-
ties and states, we will see equality for all permeate this 
world like never before. We will celebrate the history of the 
fight for women’s rights as a thing of the past and honor 
those who came before, but we’re not there yet. As  
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it’s 1848 in a pre-Civil War America and 
the campaign for women’s suffrage is still young 
when a group of activists, led by Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, lace up their corsets, hike up their petticoats 
and march their buttoned-down boots toward social 
reform at the first ever women’s rights convention in 
Seneca Falls, New York. It’s a time when women are 
underprivileged, overly attired and feistier than ever 
before. The Seneca Falls Convention passes a resolu-
tion calling for women’s suffrage and The Declaration 
of Sentiments is drafted, laying out the controversial 
demands of our feisty foremothers. Demands so  
equitable, and therefore radical, that a newspaper 
calls the document “the most shocking and unnatural 
event ever recorded in the history of womanity.”

Right. Because corseted waists are a natural 
event.

Fast forward several years, countless fashion 
trends and one very important Constitutional 
amendment later where today in the United States 
of America women’s equality remains a major issue. 
“We’re still fighting for a woman’s right to choose and 
even access birth control decades after Roe v. Wade. 

And women still make up only 20% 
of the United States Senate and 18% 
of the House,” Massachusetts Senator 
Elizabeth Warren posted on Facebook.

There are more female registered 
voters than male in most states, and 
therefore a much higher female turnout 

When I hear an approaching train 
blow its horn there’s a thought in the back of my mind: 
Will I have to run?

Statistically speaking I shouldn’t have to worry. 
But statistics mean nothing if you’re in the vicinity of 
a major derailment and tanker cars carrying Bakken 
crude oil, anhydrous ammonia, propane—whatever—
spills, leaks or explodes. 

What I heard from a panel of experts at the 
August 28, 2014, Oil Train Community Forum doesn’t 
reassure me. The forum, held in the Plattsburgh City 
Hall Auditorium, discussed train shipment hazmat 
issues with the emphasis on Bakken crude oil. Public 
agency representatives talked about the training given 
to emergency responders to deal with derailments.

At the start of the forum, new York State 
Assemblywoman Janet Duprey briefly spoke to the 
SRO audience. She repeated a disturbing fact I had 
heard before: When it comes to safety, the Feds usually 
trump local concerns.

She said, “I agree wholeheartedly that we need 
to increase safety 

standards for oil 
tanker transport. 
Unfortunately, 
the federal 
government 
controls a lot of 
these regulations.”

“The 
governor,” 
Duprey 
continued, “did 
issue earlier in the 
year an executive 
order directing 
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the assessment of safety procedures and emergency 
response preparedness related to crude oil shipments. 
But that doesn’t stop the problem.”

My take: What corporations want, corporations 
get—even if it means citizens are being endangered for 
the sake of maximum profits. If the Feds want to allow 
shipments of Bakken crude oil in DOT-111 tank cars 
with substandard safety rules, so be it.

Last year a derailment of Bakken crude oil 
devastated the town of Lac-Mégantic, Quebec. 
Tanker cars exploded in a fiery blast. Forty-five were 
confirmed dead, with five reported missing and 
presumed dead. (Those reported missing were most 
likely reduced to carbon smudge.)

The risk is still there. Up to 120 cars of Bakken 
crude per train pass through the North Country daily.  
So how does a CEO or government official responsible 
for such shipments sleep at night?  Probably soundly. 
Why worry when you don’t live near the tracks?

Anyway, Lac-Mégantic, the CEO or government 
official probably justifies to himself, was bad luck, a 
fluke. It won’t happen again. The unconcerned CEO 
or official  just whistles while he works. After all, good 
emergency plans are in place. 

Maybe.
One of the speakers at the forum, Claire Barnett 

of the Healthy Schools Network, talked about a 
derailment drill that was held at the Saratoga Springs 
Middle School, using the standard evacuation plan.

She explained, “The children were marched under 
the [railroad overpass] to the fire department. If there 
had been a derailment you wouldn’t want to go under 
the rail pass, and you wouldn’t want to go to the fire 
department because that’s where all the equipment is 
in motion [to deal with the derailment.]”

It’s time to dust off those old plans and take 
another look.

During the comment part of the forum, 
people in the audience vented some of their 
frustration and anger. They wanted prevention of, 
not preparation for, a disaster. Ban the shipments 
until safety standards are improved, they declared.

At the forum’s end Dan Plumley, of 
Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve, 
said, “Nothing will be done by the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation 
unless Governor Andrew Cuomo is behind it.”

Plumley added, “We have a de facto 
moratorium on potential fracking in New York 
that the governor has supported, all the while 
this threat is rumbling through our towns, over 
our watershed and aquifers. Today he kicked the 
can to the federal government in the press, saying 
basically his hands were tied. We need to tell the 
governor that he has to take action.”

Sure. Like fighting Albany corruption with 
the Moreland Commission.

In the meantime, I keep my ears open, not 
just for a train horn, but for any crash and boom 
that might follow.

Warren’s Facebook post said, “We celebrate Women’s 
Equality Day and the hard work of so many women to get 
us to where we are today, but we need to keep fighting if 
we want equal to really mean equal.”

in August of this year,  
Scotland had 
a monumental 
voter turn out 
to determine 
whether or 
not she would 
secede from 
Great Britain 
and become 

independent.  More than 84% of the eligible Scots voting 
population cast ballots. The previous national election 
garnered only 55% voter turnout, highlighting the 
importance of this year’s independence issue to most Scots.

The United States is a democracy, a political system run 
by the people and for the people. When large percentages of 
people choose not to vote, our democracy is compromised. If 
our average voter turnout is less than 55%, that means  that 
half of our REGISTERED voting population is not being 
heard. We need to do better.

The most common reason given by non-voters?  
“My one vote doesn’t count.” —  WRONG, WRONG, 
WRONG! Tell that to the many North Country candidates 
who thought they had won, only to be proven wrong by a 
handful of absentee ballots!

Third party candidates are often underdogs, but 
supporters  believe in the message, and cast votes for a leader 
to champion a cause. Your “one vote,” grouped with other 
“one votes,” helps to assure a line on next year’s ballot and 
reinforces the message. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote to defend your personal social agenda. Your 
legislators make laws that restrict or protect social freedoms, 
such as gay rights, civil rights, prayer in schools. YOUR 
VOTE MATTERS!

Vote to protect your body. Our leaders decide who gets 
health insurance and how much tax payers will pay for it. 
They also make decisions regarding reproductive rights and 
women’s right to choose. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote for safety. Choose leaders who you feel will make 
decisions to protect both your life and your civil rights. 
YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Every energy choice has its risks 
and problems. But the risks of continuing reliance on 
fossil fuels — ever more difficult to access, hazardous 
to process and transport, and harmful to use — have 
become unacceptable.

Even though the DOT-111 “bomb trains” carry-
ing highly flammable Bakken crude through our state 
were declared unsafe by the federal government in 
1991, more than 20 years ago, nothing has been done 
to end their use. Recently, the federal DOT declared 
rail transport of crude in these tankers an imminent 
hazard under 49 USC 5102(5). The solution proposed 
is to “phase out” the DOT-111s and replace them with 
1232s, which punctured and burned in the Lynchburg, 
Va., derailment this spring. This disregard for public 
safety is alarming.

While Governor Andrew Cuomo is correct that 
jurisdiction over rail transport rests with the federal gov-
ernment, the state has powers as well. Our state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation and Department 

of Health could order all 
crude oil operations at or 
near the Port of Albany 
to cease, and this immi-
nent hazard be summarily 
abated, using the federal 
hazard declaration as jus-
tification.

Short of summary 
abatement, the  
permits granted to  
Global Partners and 
Buckeye without proper 
environmental assess-
ment could be revoked 

  New York state
and the Bomb trains

by Susan Weber

on obvious grounds: Materially false statements in the 
applications, failure to comply with environmental jus-
tice requirements and more. The ill-advised negative 
declaration issued to Global Partners by the defunded, 
under-staffed and overly-politicized DEC could be 
rescinded, and a full evaluation required.

  A more creative option would be to warn the 
federal government that New York will not allow its 
people to be incinerated, either suddenly in a Lac-
Mégantic, Quebec-type catastrophe or gradually by 
global climate change, to further the oil industry’s 
global agenda. If the federal government will not act, 
our state government must.

It appears to be a breach of governmental respon-
sibility at all levels to allow these “bomb trains” to con-
tinue carrying their highly volatile cargo across America 
to Albany for transshipment to refineries and into the 
market, where it fuels catastrophic climate change. The 
situation here in Albany presents an opportunity to halt 
the expansion of fossil fuel infrastructure, safeguard our 
people and the environment from Bakken and the even 
more egregious Alberta tar sands crude, and force a 
transition to 21st-century energy systems.

We are asking our government to step up to the 
global climate change challenge. The government 
must protect the public and develop the safe renewable 
systems our nation needs now.

Susan Weber of Albany is a regional organizer with  
MoveOn.org and a member of PAUSE (People of Albany United 
for Safe Energy). She also is a former legislative counsel for the 
state Department of Environmental Conservation. This article 
was first published as an op ed article in the Albany Times Union 
on September 5, 2014; it is reprinted here by permission of the 
Times Union.  http://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/ 
N-Y-has-power-over-rail-transport-of-oil-5736396.php

In UnderCurrents No. 1, Kurtis Hagen’s spot-on critique 
of academia’s sluggishness in rethinking 9/11 left me spoiling to 
submit my own response to the so-called “official story.”

My approach was unexpectedly shaped by revisiting a fa-
vorite old TV series, Kolchak: The Night Stalker, here on its 40th 
anniversary. The late Darren McGavin portrayed Chicago-based 
investigative journalist Carl Kolchak, doggedly pursuing truth 
while digging up unsettling stories destined to be killed before 
press time.

Ever the realist, his wry sense of humor helped to cope with 
inevitable opposition by everyone from neighborhood police to 
government officials. Kolchak customarily risked the end of his 
newspaper career, even his life, running afoul of authority figures 
who pooh-poohed, if not actively concealed, uncomfortable details 
he uncovered.

Rediscovering this influential show, I’m now amazed by how 
key aspects of its fiction speak to Rethink 9/11’s factuality. The line 
between fantasy and reality begins to blur. How uncannily prophetic 
of vintage prime-time network entertainment to be striking such an 
unlikely chord in the here and now.

One Kolchak adventure of exemplary relevance is “Firefall,” 
packing a disquieting sense of time-warping urgency, given actual 
(9/11-related) events since this episode’s original telecast on 
November 8, 1974.

In this eerie outing, Kolchak traces cases of apparent 
spontaneous human combustion to an unfathomable serial killer 
prone to controlled demolition, so to speak, of its victims. Blind 
eyes and deaf ears be damned, Kolchak researches availability of 
chemicals with consummate yet concentrated incendiary capac-
ity, hoping his sleuthing will secure a logical explanation for this 
bizarre series of deaths. No such luck.

Meanwhile, a resolutely pigheaded police sergeant (Phil 
Carey) maintains, “Obviously the deceased had fallen asleep while 
smoking in bed.”

At that point in the episode, for all intents and purposes I 
hit “pause” long enough to send an indignant e-mail to New York 
Times bureau chief David Sanger who, despite incontrovertible 
evidence to the contrary, brazenly claimed there’s nothing  
suspicious about the 9/11 collapse of World Trade Center #7, the 
only destroyed tower not struck by a plane.

I wrote: “Mr. Sanger, would you seriously have us believe WTC 
#7 came down not via the obvious culprit of controlled demolition, 
but by any silly explanation tantamount to...smoking in bed?”

On Friday, November 7 at 7:00 P.M. at the Newman Center, 
90 Broad Street, see “Firefall” precede a screening of “Anatomy  
of a Great Deception,” an acclaimed document of everyman 
conversion to 9/11 truthing by one David Hooper, a factual kindred 
spirit of Carl Kolchak. As ever, truth is indeed stranger than fiction.

911again!
by Andy McDougall

hUMiliatioN helP Get 
oUt the Vote? let’s see…
Would you believe that US vote turnout ranks 
59th internationally, below such countries as Iran, 
Slovenia, Nicaragua and Ukraine; and the US 
ranks 12th of the 12 major European and North 
American democracies in recent non-presidential 
elections (37.8% in 2010 mid-year) (Source:  
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance)?

Furthermore, New York State is among the worst 
of the worst states, even in comparison with these 
shoddy statistics for the US as a whole. Our  
voting record in the last mid-year election in 2010 
ranked us at 49th, only followed by Texas.  In 
2012, we were also in the company of Oklahoma.

2010 Mid-Year Election
US Voter Turnout 37.8%
Maine   54.3%
Michigan  52.1%
South Dakota  51.5%
Mississippi  35.5%
Tennessee  32.8%
New York  30.8%
Texas   26.9%

2012 Presidential Election
US Voter Turnout 58.2%
Wisconsin  72.5%
Colorado  70.3%
New Hampshire  70.1%
Maine   68.1%
Kentucky  55.3%
New York  53.2%
Tennessee  52.2%
Texas   49.7%
Oklahoma  49.2%

Vote to save the world. Lobbying is strong on both sides 
of environmental issues. Stand up for what you believe by 
voting. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote for those who fought, and even died, for your right 
to vote. Soldiers continue to fight and die. Your vote decides 
who the leaders are who make those military decisions. 
YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote for the next generation! Decisions at the voting 
booth impact our children, grandchildren and generations 
to come. Show them a good example. Encourage civic 
responsibility. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote or lose your right to complain. It doesn’t matter 
whether your candidate wins or loses. Society must cast 
ballots for decisions to be made. Even if your candidate loses, 
you have influenced issues and the direction leaders must 
consider. Continue to stay informed, participate in public 
hearings and VOTE at all levels.

In addition to the erosion of voters’ rights as exemplified 
by the current crusade in some states to disenfranchise voters, 
another threat to our democracy is the increased lack of 
participation at the polls.  With the availability of non-partisan 
factual information, voters can make informed decisions.

Election information is posted at the following 
non-partisan websites to tell you  where to vote,  which  
candidates in contested races are on the ballot in your district, 
and some of their positions on major issues:  

Vote411.org
www.lwvny.org (links to NY State Legislature – our 

representatives, legislation/bills)
Candidate websites are also a source of information. Fact 

checking of candidate’s information can be found at: www.
flackcheck.org  ( sponsored by the Annenberg Public Policy 
Center)

Local television stations and newspapers remain the 
source of most Americans’ news and information . Broadcast 
media also provide debates and forums. Print media publish 
candidate interviews.  Check Mountain Lake and WPTZ 
websites for televised candidate debates.

The efforts of our men and women in uniform and all 
the patriots who have fought so valiantly to give us these 
rights and freedoms cannot be abandoned. Voters must 
exercise their personal responsibility at the polls not only 
for themselves but also for future generations. Our very 
democracy depends on your vote. 

SO, VOTE ON NOVEMBER 4!  THE POLLS 
WILL BE OPEN FROM 6:00 AM TO 9:00 PM.
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captained the community bus to the 

People’s Climate March

Thank you for printing the “Oil Pipelines on Wheels” article.  I learned 
a lot but was left with a few questions.  We learn that the tank cars are by 
and large owned by shippers and leasing companies and not by the railroads.  
We also learn that “railroads in the U.S. and Canada are not allowed to 
require shippers to share in the liability for transporting hazardous cargo.” 
What agency disallows this very common practice? What is the reasoning 
behind this?  Is it old reasoning and behind the times?  Is it an intentional 
oversight? Is it a lobbyist paid for exemption?  How can we remedy this?  
Surely if these shippers and leasing companies were required to carry in-
surance, they would be forced to retire these puncture prone tankers ahead 
of their legal service life. They would of course receive a write-off for this 
early asset retirement.  And yes, that write-off would offset the income this 
cargo  generates.  Additionally, with insurance requirements in place, these 
companies might actually start to care about the consequences of how well 
they transport a” potential catastrophic accident involving hazardous cargo”.  
With skin now in the game, you can bet they will be made to care. It may 
not be in the ways that clean renewable energy advocates would like, but it’s 
a start.

So if we can understand the reasoning behind this then we can figure 
out a way to make it safer, sooner.  Alternatively, this insurance require-
ment could make rail delivery so expensive that it would be discontinued 
altogether while the push for more clean renewable energies continues.  We 
have so much to do!  Thank you for any help on this!!

Sincerely,

Debra Rubin, California

A third of the way through Elizabeth  
Warren’s autobiography, at the end of a chapter, and 
almost as an afterthought, she summarizes her whole 
modus operandi in two sentences: “When you have 
no real power, go public—really public. The public 
is where the real power is”. Much of her 277-page 
biography is devoted to how she has “gone public” 
throughout most of her forty-year career as a legal 
and economic scholar and articulate public activist. 

Warren was born in 1949 and raised in  
small-town and rural Oklahoma. She comes from 
working-class origins: her father was a maintenance 
man, and her mother “worked the phones at Sears.” 
They struggled to give Elizabeth and her three 
brothers a “future”, and she has never forgotten what 
a difficult struggle that was. It has colored the rest of 
her life;  it is a backdrop for her biography. 

Calling  herself a “Girl with a Plan”, Warren 
skipped a grade in high school and, at age sixteen 
as a senior, anchored the school debate team. She 
searched for  colleges that bragged about their 
debate teams—and offered debate scholarships to 
needy students. There were two, Northwestern and 
George Washington. Accepted by both, Warren 
chose G.W. which offered her a full scholarship.

Two years into college, an old boyfriend 
surfaced. She gave up her scholarship, married him, 
moved to Houston, went back to school, finished 
her undergraduate degree, went to work—and then 
found herself pregnant. 

A divorce, and a law degree later, single mother 
Elizabeth Warren remarried. At about this time—
1980—she offered to teach a course in bankruptcy at 
the University of Texas Law School; it was  a subject 
about which she knew almost nothing, but which was 
to be central to almost everything she has said or done 
since. A new bankruptcy law went into effect in the 

Heaven smiled on the People’s 
Climate March in NYC on Sunday, September 21.  
The weather was perfect for a march, neither too hot 
nor too cold.  The sun wasn’t beating down on us, nor 
was rain falling.

The North Country was well represented. Two 
buses went from Plattsburgh, one departing from 
the campus, full of students, and one from City Hall, 
carrying community members and overflow from the 
student bus. Another two went from Paul Smith’s 
college.  Other people went down by train or carpool.  
A series of demonstrations was held during the entire 
week, including Flood Wall St. on Monday.

For those who couldn’t go, there are still plenty 
of opportunities to get involved.  Like a presidential 
inauguration, the march was just the beginning. The 
climate has indeed destabilized. Superstorm Sandy 
was a taste of the future. Worse things are already 
happening around the globe.   

The 400,000 marchers included people of all 
ages, even children and babies. People marching 
near families helped with the children, preventing 
some from wandering away or getting separated, 
even carrying tired little ones. A sense of community 
developed.  There were people from all over the United 
States and other countries too. I saw a contingent of 
grandparents from Norway.  There were several First 
Nations groups. 

At several points along the march route, New 
Yorkers in the buildings expressed solidarity. Groups 
watching from windows waved. There were even some 
banners hung from buildings.

Why the Big Apple?  Indeed, why march?  World 
leaders were slated to meet at the U.N. to  prepare for 
the next Climate Summit, to be held in Paris in late 

2015.  The previous three climate summits yielded 
little in the way of meeting the challenge of climate 
disruption.

The summit delegates have heard a lot from 
the very corporations that are making money from 
activities that add to the atmosphere’s burden of 
greenhouse gases, but they haven’t heard enough from 
the people who are negatively affected. What they 
have heard, they’ve apparently ignored.  

This time, the people are determined to be heard. 
Climate disruption is a multi-faceted problem, 

requiring a multi-faceted approach.  Is it the 
corporations that need to be reined in, government 
laws and policies to be revamped, or our individual 
buying and lifestyle choices? This is one place where  
“All of the above” is the right answer, although it 
clearly isn’t working as national energy policy.

 Those of us working on one or another aspect 
now need to recognize that all are part of the solution.  
We must respect and support each other’s efforts.

In addition to working on specific issues, such 
as fracking, pipelines, and eating locally grown food, 
many attitudes need to change. One is the placid 
acceptance of maximization of profits, which is 
infecting capitalism like an Ebola virus.

 Yes, it’s frightening; yes, it’s overwhelming, but 
the ostrich response isn’t helpful.  Sticking its head in 
the sand makes the ostrich more vulnerable, not less.

The time for complacency and inaction is 
gone, long gone.  The choices are finding a way 
to get involved, or sacrificing our children’s and 
grndchildren’s future to short-term mega-profits for a 
few. The choices are voluntary, uncomfortable changes 
under our control now, or wrenching, painful changes 
raging out of control in the not-so-distant future.

Communicate your ideas about what we can do in 
Plattsburgh to facebook.com/PeopleForPositive Action.

Many Thanks to Our Gracious Sponsors. 
We literally could not do this without you!

Kathy Felty, Jack Andrus, Will Cowan, Jerry Carpenter, 
Darlene Waldron, Mona White, Rita FitzGerald,  
Dr. Anita Bodrogi, Jim King, Mary Alice Shemo, 

Nancy Lewin, Tim Palmer

  Beyond the People’s March

  People’s Climate March Only the Beginning

Submit your letters to editorundercurrents@primelink1.net

early 1980s, and Warren argued that there was no point to 
teaching the old law. However, there were no new textbooks!

As she puts it, Warren taught that bankruptcy 
class, “by turning it into something like a giant game of 
Jeopardy!” She asked the class: If a phrase in the law was 
the answer, what then was the problem the legislators 
thought they were solving? 

That question and her course led Warren inexorably 
to the question: Why do people go bankrupt? With two 
colleagues she then set out to find answers by building a 
massive database. The  numbers kept climbing; as Warren 
says, “By 1990, more than 700,000 families filed for 
bankruptcy in a single year”. 

It was only a short step from researching the reasons 
for bankruptcy to challenging the banking industry 
and its vast Washington lobbying efforts as those most 
responsible. As Warren said, “The bankruptcy wars 
changed me forever... I had begun to understand the 
terrible squeeze on the middle class”.

In late 2008, Senator Harry Reid invited Warren 
to join a 5-person Congressional Oversight Panel 
(COP), ostensibly to oversee the Troubled Asset Relief  
Program (TARP). However, COP  turned out to have no 
powers beyond writing “reports”, due every thirty days. 
Warren and one or two of her supportive COP members 
spent  much of the next year or two asking such basic 
questions as, “Is ...[TARP] ... helping to reduce [home] 
foreclosures”, and “Is the public receiving a fair deal”?  
They also battled bank and Republican legislative efforts 
to sideline COP. Larry Summers warned her that insiders  
“don’t criticize other insiders”.

 In 2007 Elizabeth Warren had proposed a new 
consumer agency, “one whose purpose would be to rein 
in the financial agencies that were taking advantage of 
families across the country”. It took more than a year, and 
there were many bank industry efforts to block it, but the 
Dodd-Frank Act was finally passed by the Senate and, on 
July 21, 2010, signed into law. 

By the end of that summer, after several White 
House meetings, it was clear that Warren was not to 
be head of the new agency—the Senate Republicans 
would block every effort to nominate her. As she and 
her husband left to return to Massachusetts, and in her 
last meeting with him, President Obama suggested she 
run against Senator Scott Brown, who occupied Teddy 
Kennedy’s old Senate seat. 

She did, and the rest is history: On November 
6, 2012, at an age—63—when most of us would 
be planning retirement. Elizabeth Warren was the 
first woman to win a seat in the U.S. Senate from 
Massachusetts,  and she  did it with a 54-46% margin, 
the highest turnout of  any election ever held in that 
state—73 percent! 

This reviewer considers Warren’s election victory an 
important win for progressives across the country and 
her biography a must-read—one of the most important 
political books of the decade.

“Silence is just as political as speaking 
out, because it allows a few to control 
everything for their own benefit without 
opposition.” – from Mary Alice

“Money can’t buy you love -  
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is a day I will carry in my memory for the rest of my 

life. On that day I was fortunate enough to stand 

with the millions of people on this planet who want 

to save its beauty and see climate justice.

 As our bus entered the City I lost track 

of how many buses had descended on Manhattan. 

There was a seemingly endless number of buses from 

all over the place, filled with concerned students, 

clergy, union workers, nurses, kids and elders. Even 

more inspiring, simultaneously there were thousands 

of similar events happening around the world. As I 

marched through New York City, I felt the presence 

of friends in London, Hanoi and Guatemala.

  The 400,000 individuals who were part of 

the New York People’s Climate March achieved many 

things that afternoon. We demonstrated the momen-

tum and the level of organization of the climate move-

ment. We framed Climate Change  

as what it really is: the greatest threat our civilization 

has ever faced. We made sure all groups and  

minorities, especially communities already being af-

fected by climate change, were the ones to lead the 

march.

 As we boarded the bus back to Plattsburgh, 

with the long drive home ahead of us, an unexplainable 

sense of nostalgia overcame me. Suddenly I became 

aware that this moment that I had been waiting so  

long for had come to an end. As I shared my thoughts 

with a friend, he simply smiled at me saying, “This is 

not the end…it is only the beginning!” 
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  to theeditor
  Notes from our sponsors

a review by Bill Cowan

  a Fighting Chance 
By elizabeth Warren

by Adrian Arrivillaga

by Mary-Alice Shemo, who 
captained the community bus to the 

People’s Climate March

Thank you for printing the “Oil Pipelines on Wheels” article.  I learned 
a lot but was left with a few questions.  We learn that the tank cars are by 
and large owned by shippers and leasing companies and not by the railroads.  
We also learn that “railroads in the U.S. and Canada are not allowed to 
require shippers to share in the liability for transporting hazardous cargo.” 
What agency disallows this very common practice? What is the reasoning 
behind this?  Is it old reasoning and behind the times?  Is it an intentional 
oversight? Is it a lobbyist paid for exemption?  How can we remedy this?  
Surely if these shippers and leasing companies were required to carry in-
surance, they would be forced to retire these puncture prone tankers ahead 
of their legal service life. They would of course receive a write-off for this 
early asset retirement.  And yes, that write-off would offset the income this 
cargo  generates.  Additionally, with insurance requirements in place, these 
companies might actually start to care about the consequences of how well 
they transport a” potential catastrophic accident involving hazardous cargo”.  
With skin now in the game, you can bet they will be made to care. It may 
not be in the ways that clean renewable energy advocates would like, but it’s 
a start.

So if we can understand the reasoning behind this then we can figure 
out a way to make it safer, sooner.  Alternatively, this insurance require-
ment could make rail delivery so expensive that it would be discontinued 
altogether while the push for more clean renewable energies continues.  We 
have so much to do!  Thank you for any help on this!!

Sincerely,

Debra Rubin, California

A third of the way through Elizabeth  
Warren’s autobiography, at the end of a chapter, and 
almost as an afterthought, she summarizes her whole 
modus operandi in two sentences: “When you have 
no real power, go public—really public. The public 
is where the real power is”. Much of her 277-page 
biography is devoted to how she has “gone public” 
throughout most of her forty-year career as a legal 
and economic scholar and articulate public activist. 

Warren was born in 1949 and raised in  
small-town and rural Oklahoma. She comes from 
working-class origins: her father was a maintenance 
man, and her mother “worked the phones at Sears.” 
They struggled to give Elizabeth and her three 
brothers a “future”, and she has never forgotten what 
a difficult struggle that was. It has colored the rest of 
her life;  it is a backdrop for her biography. 

Calling  herself a “Girl with a Plan”, Warren 
skipped a grade in high school and, at age sixteen 
as a senior, anchored the school debate team. She 
searched for  colleges that bragged about their 
debate teams—and offered debate scholarships to 
needy students. There were two, Northwestern and 
George Washington. Accepted by both, Warren 
chose G.W. which offered her a full scholarship.

Two years into college, an old boyfriend 
surfaced. She gave up her scholarship, married him, 
moved to Houston, went back to school, finished 
her undergraduate degree, went to work—and then 
found herself pregnant. 

A divorce, and a law degree later, single mother 
Elizabeth Warren remarried. At about this time—
1980—she offered to teach a course in bankruptcy at 
the University of Texas Law School; it was  a subject 
about which she knew almost nothing, but which was 
to be central to almost everything she has said or done 
since. A new bankruptcy law went into effect in the 

Heaven smiled on the People’s 
Climate March in NYC on Sunday, September 21.  
The weather was perfect for a march, neither too hot 
nor too cold.  The sun wasn’t beating down on us, nor 
was rain falling.

The North Country was well represented. Two 
buses went from Plattsburgh, one departing from 
the campus, full of students, and one from City Hall, 
carrying community members and overflow from the 
student bus. Another two went from Paul Smith’s 
college.  Other people went down by train or carpool.  
A series of demonstrations was held during the entire 
week, including Flood Wall St. on Monday.

For those who couldn’t go, there are still plenty 
of opportunities to get involved.  Like a presidential 
inauguration, the march was just the beginning. The 
climate has indeed destabilized. Superstorm Sandy 
was a taste of the future. Worse things are already 
happening around the globe.   

The 400,000 marchers included people of all 
ages, even children and babies. People marching 
near families helped with the children, preventing 
some from wandering away or getting separated, 
even carrying tired little ones. A sense of community 
developed.  There were people from all over the United 
States and other countries too. I saw a contingent of 
grandparents from Norway.  There were several First 
Nations groups. 

At several points along the march route, New 
Yorkers in the buildings expressed solidarity. Groups 
watching from windows waved. There were even some 
banners hung from buildings.

Why the Big Apple?  Indeed, why march?  World 
leaders were slated to meet at the U.N. to  prepare for 
the next Climate Summit, to be held in Paris in late 

2015.  The previous three climate summits yielded 
little in the way of meeting the challenge of climate 
disruption.

The summit delegates have heard a lot from 
the very corporations that are making money from 
activities that add to the atmosphere’s burden of 
greenhouse gases, but they haven’t heard enough from 
the people who are negatively affected. What they 
have heard, they’ve apparently ignored.  

This time, the people are determined to be heard. 
Climate disruption is a multi-faceted problem, 

requiring a multi-faceted approach.  Is it the 
corporations that need to be reined in, government 
laws and policies to be revamped, or our individual 
buying and lifestyle choices? This is one place where  
“All of the above” is the right answer, although it 
clearly isn’t working as national energy policy.

 Those of us working on one or another aspect 
now need to recognize that all are part of the solution.  
We must respect and support each other’s efforts.

In addition to working on specific issues, such 
as fracking, pipelines, and eating locally grown food, 
many attitudes need to change. One is the placid 
acceptance of maximization of profits, which is 
infecting capitalism like an Ebola virus.

 Yes, it’s frightening; yes, it’s overwhelming, but 
the ostrich response isn’t helpful.  Sticking its head in 
the sand makes the ostrich more vulnerable, not less.

The time for complacency and inaction is 
gone, long gone.  The choices are finding a way 
to get involved, or sacrificing our children’s and 
grndchildren’s future to short-term mega-profits for a 
few. The choices are voluntary, uncomfortable changes 
under our control now, or wrenching, painful changes 
raging out of control in the not-so-distant future.

Communicate your ideas about what we can do in 
Plattsburgh to facebook.com/PeopleForPositive Action.

Many Thanks to Our Gracious Sponsors. 
We literally could not do this without you!

Kathy Felty, Jack Andrus, Will Cowan, Jerry Carpenter, 
Darlene Waldron, Mona White, Rita FitzGerald,  
Dr. Anita Bodrogi, Jim King, Mary Alice Shemo, 

Nancy Lewin, Tim Palmer

  Beyond the People’s March

  People’s Climate March Only the Beginning

Submit your letters to editorundercurrents@primelink1.net

early 1980s, and Warren argued that there was no point to 
teaching the old law. However, there were no new textbooks!

As she puts it, Warren taught that bankruptcy 
class, “by turning it into something like a giant game of 
Jeopardy!” She asked the class: If a phrase in the law was 
the answer, what then was the problem the legislators 
thought they were solving? 

That question and her course led Warren inexorably 
to the question: Why do people go bankrupt? With two 
colleagues she then set out to find answers by building a 
massive database. The  numbers kept climbing; as Warren 
says, “By 1990, more than 700,000 families filed for 
bankruptcy in a single year”. 

It was only a short step from researching the reasons 
for bankruptcy to challenging the banking industry 
and its vast Washington lobbying efforts as those most 
responsible. As Warren said, “The bankruptcy wars 
changed me forever... I had begun to understand the 
terrible squeeze on the middle class”.

In late 2008, Senator Harry Reid invited Warren 
to join a 5-person Congressional Oversight Panel 
(COP), ostensibly to oversee the Troubled Asset Relief  
Program (TARP). However, COP  turned out to have no 
powers beyond writing “reports”, due every thirty days. 
Warren and one or two of her supportive COP members 
spent  much of the next year or two asking such basic 
questions as, “Is ...[TARP] ... helping to reduce [home] 
foreclosures”, and “Is the public receiving a fair deal”?  
They also battled bank and Republican legislative efforts 
to sideline COP. Larry Summers warned her that insiders  
“don’t criticize other insiders”.

 In 2007 Elizabeth Warren had proposed a new 
consumer agency, “one whose purpose would be to rein 
in the financial agencies that were taking advantage of 
families across the country”. It took more than a year, and 
there were many bank industry efforts to block it, but the 
Dodd-Frank Act was finally passed by the Senate and, on 
July 21, 2010, signed into law. 

By the end of that summer, after several White 
House meetings, it was clear that Warren was not to 
be head of the new agency—the Senate Republicans 
would block every effort to nominate her. As she and 
her husband left to return to Massachusetts, and in her 
last meeting with him, President Obama suggested she 
run against Senator Scott Brown, who occupied Teddy 
Kennedy’s old Senate seat. 

She did, and the rest is history: On November 
6, 2012, at an age—63—when most of us would 
be planning retirement. Elizabeth Warren was the 
first woman to win a seat in the U.S. Senate from 
Massachusetts,  and she  did it with a 54-46% margin, 
the highest turnout of  any election ever held in that 
state—73 percent! 

This reviewer considers Warren’s election victory an 
important win for progressives across the country and 
her biography a must-read—one of the most important 
political books of the decade.

“Silence is just as political as speaking 
out, because it allows a few to control 
everything for their own benefit without 
opposition.” – from Mary Alice

“Money can’t buy you love -  
It also can’t buy your vote!  

Use your vote November 4th”
– from a Friend

“Recycle  
UnderCurrents -

Pass on to a Friend!”
– from Jerry in  

Distribution

“Good actions give strength to ourselves and  
inspire good actions in others.” … Plato
“You are inspiring the North Country.” 

– Thanks from Jim King
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is a day I will carry in my memory for the rest of my 

life. On that day I was fortunate enough to stand 

with the millions of people on this planet who want 

to save its beauty and see climate justice.

 As our bus entered the City I lost track 

of how many buses had descended on Manhattan. 

There was a seemingly endless number of buses from 

all over the place, filled with concerned students, 

clergy, union workers, nurses, kids and elders. Even 

more inspiring, simultaneously there were thousands 

of similar events happening around the world. As I 

marched through New York City, I felt the presence 

of friends in London, Hanoi and Guatemala.

  The 400,000 individuals who were part of 

the New York People’s Climate March achieved many 

things that afternoon. We demonstrated the momen-

tum and the level of organization of the climate move-

ment. We framed Climate Change  

as what it really is: the greatest threat our civilization 

has ever faced. We made sure all groups and  

minorities, especially communities already being af-

fected by climate change, were the ones to lead the 

march.

 As we boarded the bus back to Plattsburgh, 

with the long drive home ahead of us, an unexplainable 

sense of nostalgia overcame me. Suddenly I became 

aware that this moment that I had been waiting so  

long for had come to an end. As I shared my thoughts 

with a friend, he simply smiled at me saying, “This is 

not the end…it is only the beginning!” 
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...the one day in the year when those YOU support to 
represent you in city, county, state and federal offices 

count on YOU to turn out to vote for THEM.

ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
VOTE FOR THE CANDIDATES OF 

YOUR CHOICE!

Need a Ride to  
the Polls?

Call People for Positive Action: Mary Alice Shemo 
335-7080 for a FREE RIDE TO YOUR POLLING 

PLACE within the City or Town of Plattsburgh

People for Positive Action is a group of North Country 
citizens committed  
to improving our 
civic, social and 
environmental lives 
through research, 
education and  
action. New members 
always welcome!

at the polls. A century ago women didn’t 
even have a right to wear pants, let alone 
vote. Now, less than 100 years after earning 
the right to do both, American women 
wear the proverbial pants when it comes to 
having power at the polls. 

And that push for equality actually did 
start out with some pioneering pants-wearing. Ever the 
rebel, Cady Stanton was one of the first women in the 19th 
century to wear female trousers, called “bloomers.”  But she 
was so highly criticized for the unconventional costume, 
that she abandoned the liberating garb for more acceptable 
attire. With that, she also abandoned the long-argued 
premise that women deserved the right to vote because 
they were “created equal” to men.

As President of the National American Women’s 
Suffrage Association, Cady Stanton led the campaign that 
highlighted the natural morality and domesticity of her 
disenfranchised gender. Women, she said, deserved the 
same rights and responsibilities as men because of the very 
fact that they were different from men.

As a former Clinton County Legislator and the only 
woman for several terms, Sara Rowden recognized those 
differences. “Men and Women operate differently when 
trying to achieve results. We come to conclusions very 
differently,” she said, calling women “natural caretakers” 
who “are more community-minded in our approach to 
issues.” It’s not a superiority Rowden speaks of but rather a 
necessary balance that leads to stronger solutions through 
differing opinions. 

As more women become empowered, not only to vote 
but to become decision makers in our towns, cities, coun-
ties and states, we will see equality for all permeate this 
world like never before. We will celebrate the history of the 
fight for women’s rights as a thing of the past and honor 
those who came before, but we’re not there yet. As  

 News from the Grassroots      Volume 1  Issue 4      Printed October/November 2014      Plattsburgh, NY  
editorundercurrents@primelink1.net                        www.undercurrents.webs.com

it’s 1848 in a pre-Civil War America and 
the campaign for women’s suffrage is still young 
when a group of activists, led by Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, lace up their corsets, hike up their petticoats 
and march their buttoned-down boots toward social 
reform at the first ever women’s rights convention in 
Seneca Falls, New York. It’s a time when women are 
underprivileged, overly attired and feistier than ever 
before. The Seneca Falls Convention passes a resolu-
tion calling for women’s suffrage and The Declaration 
of Sentiments is drafted, laying out the controversial 
demands of our feisty foremothers. Demands so  
equitable, and therefore radical, that a newspaper 
calls the document “the most shocking and unnatural 
event ever recorded in the history of womanity.”

Right. Because corseted waists are a natural 
event.

Fast forward several years, countless fashion 
trends and one very important Constitutional 
amendment later where today in the United States 
of America women’s equality remains a major issue. 
“We’re still fighting for a woman’s right to choose and 
even access birth control decades after Roe v. Wade. 

And women still make up only 20% 
of the United States Senate and 18% 
of the House,” Massachusetts Senator 
Elizabeth Warren posted on Facebook.

There are more female registered 
voters than male in most states, and 
therefore a much higher female turnout 

When I hear an approaching train 
blow its horn there’s a thought in the back of my mind: 
Will I have to run?

Statistically speaking I shouldn’t have to worry. 
But statistics mean nothing if you’re in the vicinity of 
a major derailment and tanker cars carrying Bakken 
crude oil, anhydrous ammonia, propane—whatever—
spills, leaks or explodes. 

What I heard from a panel of experts at the 
August 28, 2014, Oil Train Community Forum doesn’t 
reassure me. The forum, held in the Plattsburgh City 
Hall Auditorium, discussed train shipment hazmat 
issues with the emphasis on Bakken crude oil. Public 
agency representatives talked about the training given 
to emergency responders to deal with derailments.

At the start of the forum, new York State 
Assemblywoman Janet Duprey briefly spoke to the 
SRO audience. She repeated a disturbing fact I had 
heard before: When it comes to safety, the Feds usually 
trump local concerns.

She said, “I agree wholeheartedly that we need 
to increase safety 

standards for oil 
tanker transport. 
Unfortunately, 
the federal 
government 
controls a lot of 
these regulations.”

“The 
governor,” 
Duprey 
continued, “did 
issue earlier in the 
year an executive 
order directing 

  Whistling Past the Graveyard

  election day 2014

  Women’s suffrage

  Why Vote?   Can shame &
by Luke T. Bush

by Meg Lefevre

by Betty Ann King

in a 
Nutshell ...
pithy poems, prose, politics and prayers

“In the Game of Life -
      If You Can’t Beat ‘Em
           - Outsmart ‘Em!”

Submitted for your consideration,

Anne (with a wink)  Mousse
Listening at the Keyholes of

Coffee Shops, Colleges and Churches

the assessment of safety procedures and emergency 
response preparedness related to crude oil shipments. 
But that doesn’t stop the problem.”

My take: What corporations want, corporations 
get—even if it means citizens are being endangered for 
the sake of maximum profits. If the Feds want to allow 
shipments of Bakken crude oil in DOT-111 tank cars 
with substandard safety rules, so be it.

Last year a derailment of Bakken crude oil 
devastated the town of Lac-Mégantic, Quebec. 
Tanker cars exploded in a fiery blast. Forty-five were 
confirmed dead, with five reported missing and 
presumed dead. (Those reported missing were most 
likely reduced to carbon smudge.)

The risk is still there. Up to 120 cars of Bakken 
crude per train pass through the North Country daily.  
So how does a CEO or government official responsible 
for such shipments sleep at night?  Probably soundly. 
Why worry when you don’t live near the tracks?

Anyway, Lac-Mégantic, the CEO or government 
official probably justifies to himself, was bad luck, a 
fluke. It won’t happen again. The unconcerned CEO 
or official  just whistles while he works. After all, good 
emergency plans are in place. 

Maybe.
One of the speakers at the forum, Claire Barnett 

of the Healthy Schools Network, talked about a 
derailment drill that was held at the Saratoga Springs 
Middle School, using the standard evacuation plan.

She explained, “The children were marched under 
the [railroad overpass] to the fire department. If there 
had been a derailment you wouldn’t want to go under 
the rail pass, and you wouldn’t want to go to the fire 
department because that’s where all the equipment is 
in motion [to deal with the derailment.]”

It’s time to dust off those old plans and take 
another look.

During the comment part of the forum, 
people in the audience vented some of their 
frustration and anger. They wanted prevention of, 
not preparation for, a disaster. Ban the shipments 
until safety standards are improved, they declared.

At the forum’s end Dan Plumley, of 
Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve, 
said, “Nothing will be done by the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation 
unless Governor Andrew Cuomo is behind it.”

Plumley added, “We have a de facto 
moratorium on potential fracking in New York 
that the governor has supported, all the while 
this threat is rumbling through our towns, over 
our watershed and aquifers. Today he kicked the 
can to the federal government in the press, saying 
basically his hands were tied. We need to tell the 
governor that he has to take action.”

Sure. Like fighting Albany corruption with 
the Moreland Commission.

In the meantime, I keep my ears open, not 
just for a train horn, but for any crash and boom 
that might follow.

Warren’s Facebook post said, “We celebrate Women’s 
Equality Day and the hard work of so many women to get 
us to where we are today, but we need to keep fighting if 
we want equal to really mean equal.”

in August of this year,  
Scotland had 
a monumental 
voter turn out 
to determine 
whether or 
not she would 
secede from 
Great Britain 
and become 

independent.  More than 84% of the eligible Scots voting 
population cast ballots. The previous national election 
garnered only 55% voter turnout, highlighting the 
importance of this year’s independence issue to most Scots.

The United States is a democracy, a political system run 
by the people and for the people. When large percentages of 
people choose not to vote, our democracy is compromised. If 
our average voter turnout is less than 55%, that means  that 
half of our REGISTERED voting population is not being 
heard. We need to do better.

The most common reason given by non-voters?  
“My one vote doesn’t count.” —  WRONG, WRONG, 
WRONG! Tell that to the many North Country candidates 
who thought they had won, only to be proven wrong by a 
handful of absentee ballots!

Third party candidates are often underdogs, but 
supporters  believe in the message, and cast votes for a leader 
to champion a cause. Your “one vote,” grouped with other 
“one votes,” helps to assure a line on next year’s ballot and 
reinforces the message. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote to defend your personal social agenda. Your 
legislators make laws that restrict or protect social freedoms, 
such as gay rights, civil rights, prayer in schools. YOUR 
VOTE MATTERS!

Vote to protect your body. Our leaders decide who gets 
health insurance and how much tax payers will pay for it. 
They also make decisions regarding reproductive rights and 
women’s right to choose. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote for safety. Choose leaders who you feel will make 
decisions to protect both your life and your civil rights. 
YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Every energy choice has its risks 
and problems. But the risks of continuing reliance on 
fossil fuels — ever more difficult to access, hazardous 
to process and transport, and harmful to use — have 
become unacceptable.

Even though the DOT-111 “bomb trains” carry-
ing highly flammable Bakken crude through our state 
were declared unsafe by the federal government in 
1991, more than 20 years ago, nothing has been done 
to end their use. Recently, the federal DOT declared 
rail transport of crude in these tankers an imminent 
hazard under 49 USC 5102(5). The solution proposed 
is to “phase out” the DOT-111s and replace them with 
1232s, which punctured and burned in the Lynchburg, 
Va., derailment this spring. This disregard for public 
safety is alarming.

While Governor Andrew Cuomo is correct that 
jurisdiction over rail transport rests with the federal gov-
ernment, the state has powers as well. Our state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation and Department 

of Health could order all 
crude oil operations at or 
near the Port of Albany 
to cease, and this immi-
nent hazard be summarily 
abated, using the federal 
hazard declaration as jus-
tification.

Short of summary 
abatement, the  
permits granted to  
Global Partners and 
Buckeye without proper 
environmental assess-
ment could be revoked 

  New York state
and the Bomb trains

by Susan Weber

on obvious grounds: Materially false statements in the 
applications, failure to comply with environmental jus-
tice requirements and more. The ill-advised negative 
declaration issued to Global Partners by the defunded, 
under-staffed and overly-politicized DEC could be 
rescinded, and a full evaluation required.

  A more creative option would be to warn the 
federal government that New York will not allow its 
people to be incinerated, either suddenly in a Lac-
Mégantic, Quebec-type catastrophe or gradually by 
global climate change, to further the oil industry’s 
global agenda. If the federal government will not act, 
our state government must.

It appears to be a breach of governmental respon-
sibility at all levels to allow these “bomb trains” to con-
tinue carrying their highly volatile cargo across America 
to Albany for transshipment to refineries and into the 
market, where it fuels catastrophic climate change. The 
situation here in Albany presents an opportunity to halt 
the expansion of fossil fuel infrastructure, safeguard our 
people and the environment from Bakken and the even 
more egregious Alberta tar sands crude, and force a 
transition to 21st-century energy systems.

We are asking our government to step up to the 
global climate change challenge. The government 
must protect the public and develop the safe renewable 
systems our nation needs now.

Susan Weber of Albany is a regional organizer with  
MoveOn.org and a member of PAUSE (People of Albany United 
for Safe Energy). She also is a former legislative counsel for the 
state Department of Environmental Conservation. This article 
was first published as an op ed article in the Albany Times Union 
on September 5, 2014; it is reprinted here by permission of the 
Times Union.  http://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/ 
N-Y-has-power-over-rail-transport-of-oil-5736396.php

In UnderCurrents No. 1, Kurtis Hagen’s spot-on critique 
of academia’s sluggishness in rethinking 9/11 left me spoiling to 
submit my own response to the so-called “official story.”

My approach was unexpectedly shaped by revisiting a fa-
vorite old TV series, Kolchak: The Night Stalker, here on its 40th 
anniversary. The late Darren McGavin portrayed Chicago-based 
investigative journalist Carl Kolchak, doggedly pursuing truth 
while digging up unsettling stories destined to be killed before 
press time.

Ever the realist, his wry sense of humor helped to cope with 
inevitable opposition by everyone from neighborhood police to 
government officials. Kolchak customarily risked the end of his 
newspaper career, even his life, running afoul of authority figures 
who pooh-poohed, if not actively concealed, uncomfortable details 
he uncovered.

Rediscovering this influential show, I’m now amazed by how 
key aspects of its fiction speak to Rethink 9/11’s factuality. The line 
between fantasy and reality begins to blur. How uncannily prophetic 
of vintage prime-time network entertainment to be striking such an 
unlikely chord in the here and now.

One Kolchak adventure of exemplary relevance is “Firefall,” 
packing a disquieting sense of time-warping urgency, given actual 
(9/11-related) events since this episode’s original telecast on 
November 8, 1974.

In this eerie outing, Kolchak traces cases of apparent 
spontaneous human combustion to an unfathomable serial killer 
prone to controlled demolition, so to speak, of its victims. Blind 
eyes and deaf ears be damned, Kolchak researches availability of 
chemicals with consummate yet concentrated incendiary capac-
ity, hoping his sleuthing will secure a logical explanation for this 
bizarre series of deaths. No such luck.

Meanwhile, a resolutely pigheaded police sergeant (Phil 
Carey) maintains, “Obviously the deceased had fallen asleep while 
smoking in bed.”

At that point in the episode, for all intents and purposes I 
hit “pause” long enough to send an indignant e-mail to New York 
Times bureau chief David Sanger who, despite incontrovertible 
evidence to the contrary, brazenly claimed there’s nothing  
suspicious about the 9/11 collapse of World Trade Center #7, the 
only destroyed tower not struck by a plane.

I wrote: “Mr. Sanger, would you seriously have us believe WTC 
#7 came down not via the obvious culprit of controlled demolition, 
but by any silly explanation tantamount to...smoking in bed?”

On Friday, November 7 at 7:00 P.M. at the Newman Center, 
90 Broad Street, see “Firefall” precede a screening of “Anatomy  
of a Great Deception,” an acclaimed document of everyman 
conversion to 9/11 truthing by one David Hooper, a factual kindred 
spirit of Carl Kolchak. As ever, truth is indeed stranger than fiction.

911again!
by Andy McDougall

hUMiliatioN helP Get 
oUt the Vote? let’s see…
Would you believe that US vote turnout ranks 
59th internationally, below such countries as Iran, 
Slovenia, Nicaragua and Ukraine; and the US 
ranks 12th of the 12 major European and North 
American democracies in recent non-presidential 
elections (37.8% in 2010 mid-year) (Source:  
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance)?

Furthermore, New York State is among the worst 
of the worst states, even in comparison with these 
shoddy statistics for the US as a whole. Our  
voting record in the last mid-year election in 2010 
ranked us at 49th, only followed by Texas.  In 
2012, we were also in the company of Oklahoma.

2010 Mid-Year Election
US Voter Turnout 37.8%
Maine   54.3%
Michigan  52.1%
South Dakota  51.5%
Mississippi  35.5%
Tennessee  32.8%
New York  30.8%
Texas   26.9%

2012 Presidential Election
US Voter Turnout 58.2%
Wisconsin  72.5%
Colorado  70.3%
New Hampshire  70.1%
Maine   68.1%
Kentucky  55.3%
New York  53.2%
Tennessee  52.2%
Texas   49.7%
Oklahoma  49.2%

Vote to save the world. Lobbying is strong on both sides 
of environmental issues. Stand up for what you believe by 
voting. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote for those who fought, and even died, for your right 
to vote. Soldiers continue to fight and die. Your vote decides 
who the leaders are who make those military decisions. 
YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote for the next generation! Decisions at the voting 
booth impact our children, grandchildren and generations 
to come. Show them a good example. Encourage civic 
responsibility. YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

Vote or lose your right to complain. It doesn’t matter 
whether your candidate wins or loses. Society must cast 
ballots for decisions to be made. Even if your candidate loses, 
you have influenced issues and the direction leaders must 
consider. Continue to stay informed, participate in public 
hearings and VOTE at all levels.

In addition to the erosion of voters’ rights as exemplified 
by the current crusade in some states to disenfranchise voters, 
another threat to our democracy is the increased lack of 
participation at the polls.  With the availability of non-partisan 
factual information, voters can make informed decisions.

Election information is posted at the following 
non-partisan websites to tell you  where to vote,  which  
candidates in contested races are on the ballot in your district, 
and some of their positions on major issues:  

Vote411.org
www.lwvny.org (links to NY State Legislature – our 

representatives, legislation/bills)
Candidate websites are also a source of information. Fact 

checking of candidate’s information can be found at: www.
flackcheck.org  ( sponsored by the Annenberg Public Policy 
Center)

Local television stations and newspapers remain the 
source of most Americans’ news and information . Broadcast 
media also provide debates and forums. Print media publish 
candidate interviews.  Check Mountain Lake and WPTZ 
websites for televised candidate debates.

The efforts of our men and women in uniform and all 
the patriots who have fought so valiantly to give us these 
rights and freedoms cannot be abandoned. Voters must 
exercise their personal responsibility at the polls not only 
for themselves but also for future generations. Our very 
democracy depends on your vote. 

SO, VOTE ON NOVEMBER 4!  THE POLLS 
WILL BE OPEN FROM 6:00 AM TO 9:00 PM.


