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TO THE
EDITOR

ComplimemiSuthor Joel Parker on the article titled:
“A New Hope From the Digital Generation”.

It provided insight from an angle which | have not considered fo
the “Digital Generation”. | plan to share it with anyone who will
“listen”.

| have faith that as time goes on, we will nd a way to strengther
the safety of the internet, and hope people will smarten up and st
putting stuff in the “digital world” that shouldn’t be there if you
don’t want someone to nd it.

The “digital world” is vast, and to an extent uncontrollable, we
have to assume ANYONE can see what is being posted. And, ou
phones are no exception - they are NEVER totally secure. If an
electronic device can be built, it can be opened....that’s where the
privacy issue comes in. My personal opinion is that phones and
internet should be treated like every other item of evidence when
investigating a crime - a proper warrant is NECESSARY.

Thank you to the editorial staff for all of their hard work and
dedication to a variety of social issues and concerns.

Crystal Mang
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“Hunger isn’t caused by a scarcity of food,
but by a scarcity of democracy.”
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FOUNTAIN OF RECOVERY: RE-WILDING THE EAST FROM THE ADIROND!/

By John Davis, A Wildlands Network and volunteer land steward in Split Rock Wildways.

EVERY YEARmillions of Americans go West tolater, awarding much of the Adirondack forest with staty
see the big wild: huge parks with wolves, cougars, lywidderness protection. The Adirondack Park’s 6 millio
elk, moose, bison, wolverine, otters, whales, seals, eagk¥€s have enjoyed decades of recovery, with re-gro
cranes, songbirds, trout, salmon and towering coniferdorests (after past logging and res) providing goo
the animals and plants that inspire us with their beadtpmes for such returning species as beaver, river otte
and strength. Most of these creatures belong in the Ea®ink, sher, black bear, bobcat, moose, wild turkey, bald
too, but early European colonists feared them or s&agle, and peregrine falcon.
them only as resources to exploit, so by the early 19thargely isolated from other big wild lands, however, the
century, many of the natural world’s nest creations wefdirondacks have not yet regained viable populations ¢
eradicated. Science in recent decades has shown us thaheiir forest guardians, their original backcountry rangey
furred, feathered, and nned neighbors are not just pregpugar and wolf, certainly, and perhaps also the md

and athletic; they are critical parts of healthy ecosysteRyeal species, lynx and wolverine. Nor have brook a
crucial to the well-being of our adopted homelands. lake trout, landlocked Atlantic salmon, and American eel\

With economic wealth and scientic knowledgdéen able to overcome dams and other arti cial barriers
unprecedented in human history, America now hasiraviable numbers and reclaim their ancient spawning
chance to bring back these great creatures—to re-wdld feeding grounds. Restore these creatures in the
the East. A great place to begin is New York’s vaidirondack Park, and they can gradually ow outward,
Adirondack Park, which can then be a source, a wii§e pure water from a mountain spring.
fount, for the re-colonization of the Appalachians and Recent research in ecology and economy has pro
Atlantic Coastal Plain by the big animals our forebealite bene ts of protecting and restoring full communities
did not yet know enough to preserve. of native species, including the apex predators wh\,

Important neighbors to bring back rst, as keystonkeep herbivore numbers and behavior in balance with
species, are cougar (panther, puma, catamount, mounglgnt communities, on land and in water. Cougars, lynx,
lion; it’s the same cat with different names in differenyolves, wolverine, sher, otters, bears, trout, salmon —
places), who will help keep numbers of white-tail deéhese are the guardians, the rangers, who keep everyone
elk (once we bring them back), and beaver in balafshaving well. They will bring to our lives more beauty
with plant communities; and wolf, who will do likewis@nd excitement, healthier forests and waterways, sd ¢
for moose. homelands (helping stop outbreaks of diseases |

The pride of the state, New York’s Adirondack Parkyme, and reducing car collisions with deer), and riche;
is the wildest landscape in the Northeastern Unite&tonomies (wildlife-watching will bring millions into
States, but it is not wild enough yet. We can make ttecal economies). Our forever truly wild Adirondack Park
Adirondack Park forever truly wild by welcoming backan then become the seedling that grows into a forest,
the wildlife we exterminated generations ago, especidlg source of wildlife for a re-wilding East, where people
top carnivores like the cougar and the wolf. and all native species nally learn to ourish together,

Far-seeing New Yorkers a century ago put Americavdere our children have a chance to experience the th
the forefront of global conservation by establishing tieé seeing a cougar leaping up mountain ledges, or he;
largest temperate forest park in the world, then halfpack of wolves howling away in the forest under the f
century ago by drafting (from an Adirondacks backwoo@®on, or watch moose calves frolicking through a de
cabin) the Federal Wilderness Act, then a half generatiner-side meadow.
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LOW OIL PRICES are wreaking havoc on our local economy’s sales tax
base, on the rate that Canadians visit us, and, especially, on the environment.

A significant amount of local sales tax is from gasoline sales. Since this rate
is a percentage of the price of gasoline, a price of $2 - or less than the price of
water - is pinching both the county and municipalities.

The Canadian exchange rate is also directly linked to the price of oil. When
the price of oil and the Canadian dollar are down, almost every sector of our
economy suffers.

But most importantly, a low oil price is already causing people to drive
more, people to die in car accidents, and more people to buy larger vehicles
with lower fuel efficiency. These effects on the environment are real and
have caused the greatest one-year increase in carbon dioxide emissions in
our recorded history.

On so many levels, the low level of gasoline prices is simply bad for
humanity. This is the perfect time to implement a tax that will stabilize
the artificially low level of oil prices and allow us to remediate some of the
damages hydrocarbon consumption causes.

President Obama recently proposed a modest start. While his concept of
a $10 per barrel is courageous, it is both insufficient and unlikely to go far in
Congress.

The place to start is at the state level. As Justice Brandeis once noted,
It 15 one of the bappy incidents of the federal system that a single courageous
state may, if its citizens choose, serve as a laboratory; and z‘ry novel social and
economic experiments without risk to the rest of the country.’

Wiashington State is putting such a carbon tax to a referendum of the
people. Even Vermont has proposed a modest $10 per barrel tax, although
that tax is likely to fail to pass its legislature.

A barrel of oil creates about .43 metric tons of greenhouse gases.
Economists now admit that an optimal carbon tax could easily reach the
equivalent of $100 per barrel of oil. With the price of oil almost twice that
of some years ago, clearly the economy can bear such a price.

Of course, government perhaps cannot be trusted to channel such
revenue toward repairing the damage of global warming. However, the most
important aspect of internalizing the economic externality of underpriced
oil consumption is not in fixing the problem. It is in sending the proper
signal to consumers to make better choices for the environment and for

THE COURAGE TO INNOVATE

By Colin Read, Professor of finance and economics at SUNY Plattsburgh and author

potential sustainable energy producers to bring affordable alternatives to market.
The recent Paris Talks showed that the highest levels of state do not have
the political courage to do the right thing. Perhaps where they failed, states and
localities can succeed. While this is a global problem, grassroots change seems
like the best chance to innovate and save the planet.
You can continue the discussion at Colin’s blog, www.vision2040.com.

DEMOCRACY WOKE UP

By Mary-Alice Shemo

CHERRY BLOSSOMS were in gorgeous full bloom in Washington D.C.
the day of the Democracy Awakening rally. The sun shone brightly, making it
much warmer than those of us from New York North Country had been used
to. Jackets and sweatshirts were shed like snake skin.

Democracy Awakening was not merely an event, but the kick-off of a
movement. Democracy in America has been severely compromised, and not
by accident. Since the 1972 Powell Memorandum, a small number of wealthy,
powerful people have worked behind the scenes to reshape the nation and the
world to match their neo-liberal ideas.

This could not have worked, however, if the great majority of people in
this country had been awake to, and actively opposed to, the destruction. We
allowed our democracy to fall asleep. Now we realize that it’s time to wake it
up.

Boy, oh boy, did we ever! The energy level in the crowd was intense.

The effort was two-fold. “Democracy Spring,” a march from Philadelphia
to the D. C. capitol, plus mass demonstrations, ran from Saturday, April 2nd
through Friday, April 15th. “Democracy Awakening” followed, three days from
Saturday, April 16th to Monday, April 18th. Saturday consisted of workshops
and trainings. The rally and march, which a group from Plattsburgh attended,
occurred on Sunday. Monday was for civil disobedience actions. The resulting
arrests, which included both the founders of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream, made
big news.

At the rally, music included legendary a cappella singers Sweet Honey In
The Rock. Inspiring speakers included Rev. William Barber (SC NAACP
Moral Mondays), Cornell William Brooks (NAACP), David Goodman
(Goodman Foundation), Jim Hightower (Media/Activist), Wenonah Hauter
(Food & Water Watch), Annie Leonard (Greenpeace), Sandra Steingraber
(Anti-Fracking Activist, We Are Seneca Lake), and Reverend Ezra Tillman
(Flint, MI). Folks in Plattsburgh have been active in other ways as well.

BREAKING FREE
FROM FOSSIL FUELS

By Mary-Alice Shemo

ON SUNDAY MAY 15, a march and rally took place in downtown
Plattsburgh with speakers, music, kayaks on the river, and bicycles. May 14 was
the date for the global day of action, although that didn’t work in Plattsburgh
because it was graduation day at Plattsburgh State.

In the U.K., protesters shut down the country’s largest open-cast coal mine
for a day. A similar protest halted coal shipments in Newcastle, Australia. In
the U.S., people occupied train tracks overnight to stop “bomb trains,” oil-
filled tanker cars that have exploded in the past, killing hundreds. In Germany,
3,500 people shut down a lignite mine and nearby power station for over
forty-eight hours. In the Philippines, 10,000 marched against a proposed coal
plant. Community members blocked traffic outside the gates of Brazil’s largest
thermal coal plant. On land and water, people blockaded the Kinder Morgan
tar sands facility in Vancouver, and in Turkey, 2,000 people marched to a large
coal dump and surrounded it with a giant red line.

The fight does not stop here—“350 Plattsburgh,” an affiliate group of
350.0rg is organizing constantly to bring the climate movement together in the
Adirondacks, and it wants you to get involved and work together! Activities
being planned include a divestment workshop.

For more information, call Mary-Alice Shemo at 518-561-0291 or e-mail
350Plattsburgh@gmail.com.




